
Yearly Curriculum Planner 2018-19 

Phase: Lower Key Stage Two  Year 3/4 

Term Topic English Maths Humanities Arts RE PSHE STEM 

Autumn 1 
7 weeks 

Japan  
 
 

Key Text: My Awesome 

Japan Adventure 

(Rebecca Otowa) 

 Non-chron report  

 Diary entry linking 

to guided reading  

 Haiku poems  

 Place Value 

 Addition and 

Subtraction 

 Multiplication and 

Division 

 Measurement - 

length 

 Shape – properties of 

2D and 3D shape 

History / Geography 

 Can name and locate Asia 

 Can name and locate 4 countries within East 

Asia 

 Can use images and maps to recognise human 

and physical features of places studied 

 Can note trends over time and connections 

between periods studied  

 Can use taught historical vocabulary (Y4)  

Art 

 Understand the art of Japanese 
paper folding Origami 

 Create simple origami  

 Analyse block printing 

 Take inspiration from Japanese art 

 Design and create a block print 

Hinduism 

 To explore places of worship  

 The festival of light 

 What is Diwali a celebration of? 

 How do Hindus celebrate Diwali? 

 Why is Diwali important to 

Hindus?  

Health and Well-being  

 Understand health 
and well – being  

 What can contribute 
to a healthy person 

 Does being healthy 
just mean eating 
fruit and vegetables? 

ANATOMY 
 
What is the journey of food? 
 
Investigation:  

 What type of drink has 

the worst effect on our 

teeth?  

 Design and make a 

working digestive system 

 Conduct a survey and 

interpret digital data 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 
8 weeks  

World War Two Key Text: The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas (John 

Boyne)  

 

 The Great Escape - 

suspense 

 Describing a scene 

 Leaflets  

 Persuasive ads  

 Fractions  

 Fractions of shape  

 Telling the time  

 Time tables  

 Statistics making 

graphs and 

interpreting data 

 3D Shapes 

 Measurement-mass 

 Assessment week 

History 

 Know where studied events (including events 

studied in previous school years) fit into a 

chronological timeline   

 Can begin to use sources/ stories/ artefacts to 

note trends over time and connections 

between periods studied 

Music 

 Listening to songs from WW2 and 

responding to them 

 Understand the impact of the 

words from WW2 songs – shows 

for the troops 

 Sing alone and as part of a group 

confidently with control and 

expression 

Hinduism 

 

Big Question: Is there one religion that 

is more important than another?   

 

Healthy Relationships  

 What does family 
mean? 

 Who is your family 
made up from? 

 What are friends? 

 What is meant by 
the word bullying?   

Spring 1 
6 weeks 

Scotland Key Text: A Stranger 

Came Ashore (Mollie 

Hunter) 

 

 Narrative (Myths 

and legends) – the 

Loch Ness Monster 

 Newspapers – 

Sighting of the LN 

monster 

 Place value 

 Measurement (mm, 

cm etc.) 

 Fractions of amount 

 Conversions of 

measurements 

 Addition 

 Subtraction 

 Co-ordinates 

Geography 

 Can name and locate Europe 

 Can name and locate 4 countries within Europe 

 Can name and locate all of the countries in the 

British Isles 

 Can use images and maps to recognise human 

and physical features of places studied 

 Can ask questions to further own knowledge 

about a time period/ event 

Art 

 Analyse the heritage and history 

of tartan  

 Analyse tartan weaving 

techniques 

 Take inspiration from tartan 

 Create a woven tartan picture 

Christianity (Easter)  

 Why is Easter an important 

occasion for Christians? 

 Are there any similar stories in 

other religions? 

 

Living in the wider world  

 Do we all live the 
same lives?  

 Looking at how 
other people live 
around the world  

 Local community  

 Understand 
differences in 
peoples opinion is 
okay 

ECOLOGY 
 
What are the best conditions 
for a plant to survive? 
 
Investigation:   

 Do plants need soil to 

grow?  

 

 Design and make an 

irrigation system 

 

 Create a podcast 

 

 
 

 

Spring 2 
6 weeks 

Musical Tribes Key Text: Non- fiction 

texts 

 

 Instructions – 

musical 

instruments 

 Information/ 

explanation text 

 Time problems 

 Multiplication 

 Division 

 Angles 

 Fractions of shapes 

 Assessment week 

History 

 Know where musical tribes fit into our history   

 Can begin to use sources/ stories/ artefacts to 

note trends over time and connections 

between periods studied.  

 Also can use and identify musical instruments 

used over the time.  

Music 

 Begin to appreciate music from 

different eras or genre 

 Understand how sounds can 

stimulate different emotions 

 Compose focussing on rhythm 

and melody  taking influence 

from a particular era or genre 

Christianity (Easter)  
 
Big Question: How do we know how to 
be good?  
 

Families who live far 
away  

 Understanding that 
our families can live 
around the world 
and the implications 
of this.  

 Looking at who we 
are and where we 
come from.  

Summer 1 
5 weeks 
 

Romans 
 
(Production) 

 Key Text: The 

Thieves of Ostia 

(Caroline 

Lawrence) 

 

 Auto biography of a 

Roman solider  

 Play scripts   

 Multiplication and 

division  

 Geometry – position 

and direction 

 Fractions  

 Statistics- graphs 

Production  

 Singing songs as a round 

 Listening and responding to different songs 

 Singing alone or a part of a group 

 Designing and drawing props for the production 

 Create props using a range of mediums  

Buddhism (Worship) 

 How do Buddhists pray to 

Buddha? 

 What are the features of a 

Buddhist Temple (Buddhist 

Temple visit)  

Citizenship/ 
British Values 

 Looking at our 3 core 
values and how 
these link to our 
wider lives  

 Looking at the term 
citizenship and how 
these link to British 
values. 

ACOUSTICS / OPTICS 
 
What is the difference between 
light and sound? 
 
Investigation: 

 What type of objects make 
the loudest / quietest 
sounds? 

 Does eye colour affect a 
person’s ability to see 
colour/ 

 Use code bugs to transfer 
messages 

 Design and construct a 
periscope 

 

Summer 2 
8 weeks 

Coasts Key Text: Dead Man’s 
Cove (Lauren St John) 
 

 Adventure story  

 (To be decided in 
summer 1, looking 
at what gaps need 
to be filled). 

 Measurement  

 Shape-2D/3D shape 

 Calculation 

 Fractions 

 Mixed use and apply 

 Assessment week 

Geography 

 Coastal erosion and coastal geography such as 

looking at how the coast is formed and looking 

at the waves.  

 Can use the 4 points of a compass   

 Can observe, measure & present human 

features in local area (sketch maps, plans) 

Art 

 Sketch designs of landscapes / 

Seaside Postcards 

 To use resources and tools 

effectively  

 Name and talk about the tools 

they use and why 

 Think about their own art and 

compare it to others  

Buddhism (Worship) 

 

Big Question: Are signs and symbols 

important in religion? 

Our ideal community 

 People who are 
responsible for 
keeping them safe  

 Looking at what an 
ideal community 
means  

 

 


