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What has changed since last year

o We have introduced a dedicated term of whole-class instrumental teaching: Reception, Year
1 and Year 2 now learn the glockenspiel, and Year 3 to Year 6 now learn the keyboard,
alongside their PKC lessons.

e Ourdescription of curriculum music now sets out how the provision develops, including our
Day Care nursery, which we have not previously referenced in this summary.

e This summary has been rewritten throughout to describe our music provision more precisely
against the PKC's three pillars of musical development: technical, constructive and

expressive.

Part A: Curriculum music

Music at Bevington is built around the Primary Knowledge Curriculum (PKC), a sequenced,
knowledge-rich scheme informed by the National Curriculum and the Model Music Curriculum.
Our aim is for every pupil to become more musical: to make music with growing technical skill, to
understand how music is put together, and to appreciate its expressive and cultural meaning. The
PKC frames this ambition through three pillars of musical development set out in the Ofsted Mu-
sic Research Review: technical (control of sound and use of notation), constructive (understand-
ing of the elements of music, such as pulse, rhythm, pitch and texture) and expressive (musical
creativity and understanding of musical meaning across time and place). Across their years at
Bevington, pupils meet a wide and diverse repertoire spanning six centuries, drawn from Western
and non-Western classical music, folk traditions and popular genres including rock, pop and jazz.

Early Years Foundation Stage
Musical learning begins before children ever reach our Reception class. In our Day Care nursery




provision, the youngest children take part in singing, rhymes and simple rhythm games, and ex-
plore sound through tuned and untuned percussion instruments as part of their play. This is built
on in Reception, where music is woven into daily routines, morning songs, transition songs and
songs that support early literacy and numeracy sit alongside physical action songs, such as Head,
Shoulders, Knees and Toes, which help develop coordination and motor skills. Children also take
partin a discrete weekly music session in which a core repertoire of nursery rhymes and songs is
explicitly taught, while continuous provision gives them regular opportunities to explore sound for
themselves. By the end of Reception, children have a secure foundation in singing, rhythm and
performing on which the rest of the curriculum builds.

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2

From Year 1 onwards, every class has a timetabled music lesson of at least one hour a week, fol-
lowing the PKC's six-lesson unit structure: warming up the body and voice, recalling prior learning,
listening to and exploring a focus piece, creative practice through improvising, composing and
performing, and reflecting and evaluating. Each unit has its own musical focus, whether that is
pulse, rhythm, pitch, texture or form, and the repertoire pupils encounter is deliberately wide-
ranging, from Pachelbel's Canon and Vivaldi's Four Seasons to West African drumming, jazz
standards, protest songs and contemporary minimalism. Singing remains central throughout, with
songs revisited across units and year groups to build fluency and vocal control, and notation pro-
gresses from graphic notation in KS1 to staff notation in KS2.

Approach and Progression

Progression is built into the design of the curriculum itself. Musical ideas are introduced simply
and then revisited in more demanding forms as pupils move through the school: pulse, for exam-
ple, is first explored through marching in Year 1 and, by Year 6, pupils can distinguish confidently
between simple and compound metre. Within each unit, the same six-lesson cycle of listening,
practising and performing gives pupils repeated, structured practice through which to build proce-
dural knowledge and technical fluency, while singing, movement and collaborative music-making
run through every lesson.

Whole-Class Instrumental Music

This year, we have introduced a dedicated term of whole-class instrumental teaching across the
school, delivered by our Music PPA teacher alongside the PKC curriculum. In the Spring Term, pu-
pils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 focus on the glockenspiel, building on the tuned percussion
work already woven through their PKC units, such as Animals in Music and Peter and the Wolf, to
develop greater accuracy, control and independence at the instrument. At the same time, pupils
in Year 3to Year 6 learn to play the keyboard, using the Hoffman Academy curriculum
(https://app.hoffmanacademy.com/lessons/), a free, video-led programme that develops note
reading, technique, rhythm and improvisation through a sequential bank of graded lessons. To-
gether, these two strands give every pupil sustained, hands-on experience of a tuned instrument
suited to their stage, complementing the listening, composing and performing skills built through
PKC.

Monitoring and Professional Development

As with the rest of the music curriculum, this new instrumental provision is monitored by the Mu-
sic Lead and the Senior Leadership Team through a structured cycle of lesson observations, book
looks and pupil voice, which checks that teaching is effective and informs any adjustments
needed. Teachers are supported with embedded resources, including modelled teacher videos
and lesson guidance, to strengthen subject knowledge and consistency of delivery.




Part B: Co-curricular music

Music Tuition

Beyond their classroom entitlement, pupils can also choose one-to-one instrumental lessons
with Pelican Music in piano, guitar, flute or violin. Parents pay for these lessons directly, though
subsidies are available for some pupils, including those eligible for pupil premium funding. Termly
concerts give pupils a chance to perform for parents and carers, pupils who are ready can sit
graded examinations, and achievements are celebrated in our end-of-year assemblies.

School Choir

Year 3 and Year 6 pupils can join our school choirs, which rehearse weekly and perform at school
events and in the local community throughout the year. Our Year 6 choir also joins thousands of
children from across the country at the Young Voices Concert at Wembley Arena.

Assemblies and Singing

Singing has a permanent place in school life through our weekly phase assemblies, where pupils
share learning and celebrate success, and through a dedicated weekly singing assembly for every
phase.

Seasonal Performances

Music marks the changing of the school year: pupils in Years 1 to 6 close the Autumn Term with a

collection of festive songs for the school community, while our youngest children perform a tradi-
tional Nativity. Pupils learning instruments with Pelican Music also take to the stage in our termly
concerts.

Part C: Musical experiences

Singing Assemblies

Every pupil at Bevington takes part in a weekly singing assembly, an inclusive space to build vocal
skills and enjoy communal music-making. The repertoire reflects a broad mix of traditions,
cultures and historical periods in line with our Primary Knowledge Curriculum, helping pupils grow
in confidence, pitch accuracy, rhythm and performance.

Guest Artists

We work with the Tri-borough Music Hub and external partners to bring live music into Bevington
through visiting artists and musicians. These visits broaden pupils' cultural knowledge and give
them professional performers to look up to.

Productions

Performance sits at the heart of musical life at Bevington. Pupils in Reception perform the annual
Nativity for parents and carers, while pupils in Years 1 to 6 take part in the annual Christmas
concert. Our Year 6 pupils also produce an end-of-year performance, giving them one final
platform to showcase their musical and theatrical skills before they move on to secondary school.

Trips and Enrichment Opportunities




Pupils regularly take part in trips that extend their musical learning beyond the classroom. Recent
visits have taken pupils to experience live theatre and music first-hand, at venues such as the
Royal Albert Hall, the Royal Opera House, and the Lyric Theatre, where children take part in
workshops and performances that deepen their appreciation of the performing arts. These visits
connect classroom learning with professional practice and help build pupils' cultural capital.

In the future

e We remain committed to developing our music provision further, so that every pupil leaves
Bevington as a confident performer, composer and listener, with the skills and cultural
understanding to carry music through their lives. Over the coming years, we plan to:

o Review the impact of our new whole-class glockenspiel and keyboard provision on pupils'
technical and constructive musicianship, using this first year to shape how it develops.

e Continue to build opportunities for pupils to experience live music, through visiting
musicians in school and trips to professional performances.

e Extend opportunities for ensemble and choir participation, so that more pupils perform
regularly in school and in the local community.

o Develop the use of music technology in lessons, giving pupils further ways to compose,

layer and record their own music.

e Continue to invest in staff training, so that teachers feel confident delivering both the PKC

curriculum and our new instrumental provision.

Further information (optional)

Bevington works closely with the Tri-borough Music Hub (http://www.triboroughmusichub.org),
who provide instrumental teaching, curriculum support, CPD and enrichment opportunities
across our school. The Music Hub also publishes its own plan for music education, setting out
how schools, parents and the wider community can engage with music across Kensington &
Chelsea, Hammersmith & Fulham, and Westminster.

Our new whole-class instrumental provision reflects national guidance. The Model Music
Curriculum (Department for Education, 2021) recommends that pupils in Year 3 or 4 begin a
whole-class instrumental programme lasting at least one term, and that pupils across Key Stages
1 and 2 have access to both melodic and rhythmic instruments. It also notes that, as the keyboard
is the main controller for music technology, it is worthwhile for most pupils to gain some
proficiency on it. The National Curriculum's requirement for Key Stage 1 pupils to play tuned and
untuned instruments musically underpins our choice of glockenspiel for Reception to Year 2.

The technical, constructive and expressive pillars referenced throughout this summary are drawn
from Ofsted's Research review series: music (2021), which also finds that pupils' technical
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http://www.triboroughmusichub.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-music/research-review-series-music

development on an instrument supports their wider listening and composing. Hoffman Academy,
our chosen keyboard curriculum, is a long-established, video-led piano course used by millions of
learners worldwide.

The Department for Education has also published a guide for parents and young people
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-

plan-for-music-education) on how they can get involved in music, both in and out of school, and

where to look for support beyond the classroom.

We continue to look for opportunities to expand our partnerships with local music education
organisations, venues and cultural providers, so that every pupil has access to a broad range of
high-quality musical experiences.
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