
 

 

 

Autumn 2 Term – Year 2 Curriculum Overview 
This term in Year 2, we are learning about: 

English 

This half-term, children will explore Into the Forest, Issun Boshi and The Polar Express, developing their 
skills in diary writing, storytelling and letter writing. They will practise using first-person pronouns, past 
tense, expanded noun phrases and fronted adverbials. Children will also write an information text about 
Ancient Rome, organising facts using headings and subheadings. Throughout the term, they will continue to 
improve their sentence structure, punctuation and spelling, building confidence and independence in their 

writing. 

Mathematics 
This half term, pupils will continue to build fluency with number bonds to 10, 20 and 100, exploring fact 
families and related facts. They will practise adding and subtracting 1s, 10s and 2-digit numbers, including 
crossing 10, and solve mixed addition, subtraction and missing number problems. Later, children will focus 

on 2-D and 3-D shapes: recognising, drawing, sorting, exploring symmetry, and counting sides, vertices, 
faces and edges, before making patterns with shapes. 
 

Science 
This half term, children will learn about ‘Living Things and their Environments’ building on their learning 
from Year 1’s unit of the same name. Within this, children will continue to understand the difference 
between things that are alive, things that are dead and things that are inanimate (have never been alive). 
They will ask questions about the differences between these things, developing their working scientifically 

skills. They will build on their substantive knowledge of different types of animals as they learn about 
habitats including rainforests, deserts, meadows and underground habitats, as well as learn that 
microhabitats are habitats that are very small or limited, for example, under a log. 
 

History 
The unit for this half-term is ‘The Romans in Britain’ and children will begin by learning about the growth 
of the Roman Empire and the importance of the Roman Army for this. They will learn about the Roman 
invasion of Britain and explore Roman towns within Britain as well as some of the other ways that the 

Romans influenced life in Britain. They will learn about the role of emperor and that these significant figures 
were not always Italian Romans, but they came from all over the world. 
 

Art  
During this unit of Colour, Shape and Texture, children will learn to use a range of materials to design and 
make products, before exploring the work of Matisse who used organic shapes and complementary colours 
in his cut-outs in order to create visual texture. They will learn about the work of Durer and Jan van Eyck. 
 

Design and Technology 
Our unit for this half-term focuses on food preparation through the topic Snack Dippers. Children will 
design and make a healthy lunchtime snack using safe cutting techniques. They will learn to make Greek 

Tzatziki and adapt it to create their own dips and dippers inspired by Indian Raita. They will explore the 
taste, smell and texture of food, recording observations. Children will examine food packaging to identify 
nutritional information and allergens. They will practise cutting a range of vegetables, learn about portion 
sizes, and work with peers to create and evaluate their own recipes using a design specification. 



Religious Education 
This half term they will learn about the ‘Life of Jesus’ from a Christian perspective, looking at the 
chronological key events of his life. They will learn about the importance and routine of Baptism, learn 
about various miracles that took place, explore Jesus’ disciples and the role they played within his life. 
Finally, they will learn about the events that led to the death of Jesus and the role of the disciple, Judas, 
within this. 

 

PSHE 
This half term, children will learn about medicines and how they can help people feel better, as well as 

other ways to support wellbeing when unwell. They will explore the safe and responsible use of medicines, 
build on their understanding of hygiene routines to prevent illness, and learn how vaccines can help protect 
against disease. Children will continue developing their understanding of secrets and surprises, recognising 
when to speak to a trusted adult if something feels unsafe or uncomfortable. They will also practise 

respectful language while discussing differences between people. During Anti-Bullying Week 2026 (16–

20 November), themed Break the Silence, children will learn how to speak up, support others, and promote 
kindness in their community. 

 

Computing 

Our unit for this half-term focuses on Creating Media using Digital Photography. Children will explore 

different devices for capturing photographs and gain experience in capturing, editing, and improving their 
photos. They will also learn to recognise that not all images are real. 
 

Physical Education 

Our unit for this half-term focuses on Tag Rugby and Basketball. In Tag Rugby, children will learn to pass 
and receive the ball using the correct technique and develop their ability to pass while moving. In 

Basketball, children will practise different ways to pass the ball while manoeuvring and develop their 
accuracy in throwing and receiving. They will learn to dribble the ball, perform shuttle runs, chest passes, 
and solo catching. 
 

Music 
This half term, children learn about ‘Beat Music’, exploring the work and music of the Beatles. They will 
listen to and appraise ‘Yellow Submarine’ to help them find the regular beat and metre of the song before 
learning to sing the chorus. They will move on to learning how to sing the verses of the song and use 

untuned instruments to add their own accompaniment to their singing. They will then perform this version 
of the song with their peers and evaluate their piece. 

Things you can do in your Local Area to support this? 

• Visit London Mithraeum and the Museum of London Docklands to explore real Roman 

ruins beneath modern London and see how the Romans transformed Britain.  

• Take a trip to Richmond Park where they can use their imagination to create their own forest-
themed story, inventing characters or sketching nature to create illustrations. 

• Take a visit to Kew Gardens to observe different habitats and meadow ecosystems and 
observing symmetry in nature. 

• Explore the London Transport Museum to find out more about transport through time as well 
as shape and pattern in transport design. 

 





 



 



 










