Summer 2 Term — Year 2 Curriculum Overview

This term in Year 2, we are learning about:
English:
Children will begin this half term by reading ‘Malala’s Magic Pencil’ and using this powerful story as a stimulus to
write a speech. Next, the children will use the story ‘Fly By Night’to write their own version of the narrative,
changing one element to make it their own. They will consider plot, setting and characterisation. Following this, they
will read ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ and use this to write their own narrative, and finally, at the end of
the term, they will write their own explanation text centred around their Science unit of Astronomy.

Mathematics:

During this half-term, children will continue to learn about making tally charts to collect and record data, drawing
and interpreting pictograms, and then learning how to describe the language of position, movement, and turns. They
will take shape patterns with turns and then complete the term by consolidating skills they have learnt throughout
the year within various problem-solving questions.

Science:

This half-term, the topic is ‘Astronomy,” and the children will learn about the planets in our solar system and how
they orbit the sun and rotate. They will also learn how day and night happen as a result of this rotation, how the
moon orbits the Earth, its different phases, and explore stars and learn the term ‘constellation’ to describe a group of
stars.

History:

This half-term, children will focus on ‘Powerful Voices’. They will learn about the significance of Gandhi, Rosa Parks,
Martin Luther King, Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg, and David Attenborough. They will explore how these people
have influenced others and the impact of their work.

Art:

This half-term, children will study the unit ‘Murals and Tapestries’, where they will be taught to design and create
their own mural involving an underwater scene. They will work on printing using poly tiles and learn to apply
printing ink thinly and evenly to help their final print succeed. They will learn about frescoes and explore the work of
Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel, Crivelli's Garden by Paula Rego and ‘The Last Supper’ by Leonardo da Vinci.

Design Technology:

The unit for this half term is all about ‘Stable Structures’ where children will learn about what a stable structure is,
looking at and discussing existing designs. They will visit the playground to draw and design their own ideal
playground containing a range of equipment and structures before designing and making their own treehouse. They
will consider joins, sizes and how to cut materials safely as well as the necessary properties of their intended
materials.

Religious Education:

The unit of learning this half term is ‘Multifaith: Symbols and Artefacts’ where they will learn about symbols and how
symbols can be used to quickly convey meanings. They will look at significant symbols in Christianity, Judaism and
Islam and they will learn about how symbols can represent similar and shared themes across different faiths.

PSHE:

This half-term, children will begin by understanding basic First Aid concepts and how to deal with small burns. They
will learn about how to help themselves and others develop positive attitudes that support their physical and mental
well-being. Additionally, they will learn about different ways in which we can look after the environment around us.
They will learn about how to describe and record strategies for how to get on with others in the classroom, and
explore how they can listen to, support and work with others in team scenarios.




Computing:

The unit for this half term is ‘Programming Quizzes’. By the end of the unit, the children will begin to understand that
sequences of commands have an outcome and make predictions based on their learning. They will design their own
quiz questions, use blocks of code in ScratchJr, and finish with an evaluation of their work and exploring how they
can improve their programming projects in the future.

Physical Education:

The units for PE this half term are Cricket and Agility, Balance and Coordination. Within Cricket, they will develop
their throwing and catching skills, working on different techniques they can use. They will build their batting, striking,
fielding and bowling techniques from Year 1. Within Agility, Balance and Coordination, they will develop their
fundamental movement skills, explore space, practise different jumps, and improve their teamwork skills.

Music:

Within this half term’s unit of ‘Lullabies’ the children will learn to sing and perform three lullabies in a legato way,
one accompanied by a piano, one unaccompanied sung in unison and the third sung in two parts. They will use their
voices expressively and creatively and listen with concentration.

Things you can do in your Local Area to support this?

o Take atrip to Hobbledown Heath in Hounslow to explore role-play situations and make links
to different stable structures that can be found in adventure playgrounds.

o Explore Brent Lodge Park where you can explore the wide-open spaces and learn more about
habitats and animals that can be found living there.

o Visit Ruislip Lido Railway which is great for supporting learning about movement, journeys
and outdoor environments. They will be able to explore the woodland walks, beach area and
miniature railway rides.

e Visit the Musuem of Brands to learn about how toys, packaging, adverts and everyday objects
have changed over time.
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PHASES OF THE MOON

the Sun, the eight planets, their moons, and other smaller objects

Solar System together make our Solar System

the planets in our solar system are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,

piangs Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune (Pluto is a dwarf planet(
SiBit the path of an object around another, orbits usually follow a
circular shaped path, e.g., the Earth orbits the Sun
rotate turning around an axis; the Earth rotates as it orbits the sun

our moon orbits the Earth, it is made of rock and metal, and
Moon some - but not all - planets have moons (some planets have
more than one moon)

when light bounces from an object, e.g., light from the Sun

tetiac! reflects on our moon, making it look like it is shining
waxing when we can see more of the moon each night
waning when we can see less of the moon each night

a group of stars that form a pattern or picture that people

constellation have told stories about

e . International Space Station
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lullaby

legato

verse

chorus

texture
accompaniment
unaccompanied
solo
unison
harmony
dissonance

improvisation

Lullabies

a gentle song which is sung to a child to help them go to sleep
to play or sing in a sustained, smooth way

a part of a song which has different words but the same tune each time it
appears

a part of a song which is usually repeated after each verse and has the same
lyrics and tune each time it appears

when music has lots of parts layered on top of each other

a musical part which supports the main melody

when there is no musical part supporting the main melody

a performance by one musician or instrument

where two or more instruments play the same notes at the same pitch
when notes are played or sung together to create a pleasing effect

a harsh combination of sounds

inventing music on the spot to fit with an accompaniment

Johannes

Bill Evans
Brahms

Jazz pianist
who used
improvisation

Composer of
Lullaby

A piano




Murals and
Tapestries

fresco

plaster

Pope

Sistine Chapel

National Gallery

tapestry

weaving

composition

apainting that is painted directly onto awall or ceiling

amural thatis painted onto wet plaster

a soft mixture for spreading on walls that becomes hard and smooth when it has dried

the head of the Roman Catholic church

the chapel in the Pope's palace

an artgalleryin London which has a large and important collection of art

athick piece of fabric, with patterns and/or pictures on it, made by weaving

away of making fabric by crossing over threads

how the different ingredients in art (colour, line, shape, texture) are put together to
make up a whole work of art

Leonardo da Vinci

Michelangelo

The Creation of Adam

The Last Supper

1495-1498
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empire

- person or ruling power

protest

boycott

activist

to complain and speak out against something they

civil rights

campaign

climate
change

Powerful
Voices

“In a gentle way,
you can shake the
world”

born in India in 1869 and
fought for independence from
British rule

“One child, one
teacher, one pen,
and one book can
change the world”

born in Pakistan in 1997
and stood up for a girls’
right to attend school

Malala Yousafzai
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“Each person must
live their life as a
model for others”

born in the USA in 1913 and known
as the “mother of the civil rights

- movement” for refusing to give up

her seat on a public bus

“The future of
humanity and
indeed all life on
earth depends on
us!!

born in the UKin 1926 and a
British broadcaster who speaks
out about protecting the world

David
Attenborough
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“l have a dream”

bornin the USAin1929 and
led the American Civil Rights
Movement

Martin Luther
King

“l have learned you
are never too small
to make a
difference”

born in Sweden in 2003 and an
environmental activist

Greta Thunberg
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symbol

artefact

sharing

hope

celebration

community

an image or sign that represents
something else

something important made by
people often used in religion orin
history

giving to others

a feeling of something good
to come

a special event or festival

a group of people who live, learn, or
work together

ﬁ' i Multifaith

Symbols and Artefacts
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[ the Cross

J 1

Crescent Moon
and Star

] [ the Star of David ]

water is used in many
religions to symbolise being
clean on the inside
and outside

bread is shared in many
religions to show people
are welcome to join a meal

light is used in many
religions to symbolise hope




