
 

 

 

Summer 2 Term – Year 2 Curriculum Overview 
This term in Year 2, we are learning about: 

English: 

Children will begin this half term by reading ‘Malala’s Magic Pencil’ and using this powerful story as a stimulus to 

write a speech. Next, the children will use the story ‘Fly By Night’ to write their own version of the narrative, 
changing one element to make it their own. They will consider plot, setting and characterisation. Following this, they 

will read ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ and use this to write their own narrative, and finally, at the end of 
the term, they will write their own explanation text centred around their Science unit of Astronomy.  
 

Mathematics: 

During this half-term, children will continue to learn about making tally charts to collect and record data, drawing 
and interpreting pictograms, and then learning how to describe the language of position, movement, and turns. They 
will take shape patterns with turns and then complete the term by consolidating skills they have learnt throughout 
the year within various problem-solving questions. 
 

Science: 
This half-term, the topic is 'Astronomy,’ and the children will learn about the planets in our solar system and how 
they orbit the sun and rotate. They will also learn how day and night happen as a result of this rotation, how the 
moon orbits the Earth, its different phases, and explore stars and learn the term ‘constellation’ to describe a group of 
stars. 
 

History: 

This half-term, children will focus on ‘Powerful Voices’. They will learn about the significance of Gandhi, Rosa Parks, 
Martin Luther King, Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg, and David Attenborough. They will explore how these people 
have influenced others and the impact of their work.   
 

Art: 

This half-term, children will study the unit ‘Murals and Tapestries’, where they will be taught to design and create 
their own mural involving an underwater scene. They will work on printing using poly tiles and learn to apply 
printing ink thinly and evenly to help their final print succeed. They will learn about frescoes and explore the work of 
Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel, Crivelli’s Garden by Paula Rego and ‘The Last Supper’ by Leonardo da Vinci. 
 

Design Technology: 

The unit for this half term is all about ‘Stable Structures’ where children will learn about what a stable structure is, 
looking at and discussing existing designs. They will visit the playground to draw and design their own ideal 
playground containing a range of equipment and structures before designing and making their own treehouse. They 
will consider joins, sizes and how to cut materials safely as well as the necessary properties of their intended 
materials. 
 

Religious Education: 
The unit of learning this half term is ‘Multifaith: Symbols and Artefacts’ where they will learn about symbols and how 
symbols can be used to quickly convey meanings. They will look at significant symbols in Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam and they will learn about how symbols can represent similar and shared themes across different faiths.  
 

PSHE: 

This half-term, children will begin by understanding basic First Aid concepts and how to deal with small burns. They 
will learn about how to help themselves and others develop positive attitudes that support their physical and mental 
well-being. Additionally, they will learn about different ways in which we can look after the environment around us. 
They will learn about how to describe and record strategies for how to get on with others in the classroom, and 
explore how they can listen to, support and work with others in team scenarios.  



 

Computing: 

The unit for this half term is ‘Programming Quizzes’. By the end of the unit, the children will begin to understand that 
sequences of commands have an outcome and make predictions based on their learning. They will design their own 
quiz questions, use blocks of code in ScratchJr, and finish with an evaluation of their work and exploring how they 
can improve their programming projects in the future. 
 

Physical Education: 

The units for PE this half term are Cricket and Agility, Balance and Coordination. Within Cricket, they will develop 
their throwing and catching skills, working on different techniques they can use. They will build their batting, striking, 
fielding and bowling techniques from Year 1. Within Agility, Balance and Coordination, they will develop their 
fundamental movement skills, explore space, practise different jumps, and improve their teamwork skills. 
 

Music: 

Within this half term’s unit of ‘Lullabies’ the children will learn to sing and perform three lullabies in a legato way, 
one accompanied by a piano, one unaccompanied sung in unison and the third sung in two parts. They will use their 
voices expressively and creatively and listen with concentration.  
 

 

Things you can do in your Local Area to support this? 

• Take a trip to Hobbledown Heath in Hounslow to explore role-play situations and make links 
to different stable structures that can be found in adventure playgrounds.  

• Explore Brent Lodge Park where you can explore the wide-open spaces and learn more about 
habitats and animals that can be found living there.  

• Visit Ruislip Lido Railway which is great for supporting learning about movement, journeys 
and outdoor environments. They will be able to explore the woodland walks, beach area and 
miniature railway rides. 

• Visit the Musuem of Brands to learn about how toys, packaging, adverts and everyday objects 
have changed over time.  

 












