
 

 
 

Autumn 1 Term – Year 3 Curriculum Overview 
This term in Year 3, we are learning about: 

English 

This half-term, children will read the story of ‘Grace and Family’, which they will use to write their informal diary entry, 
from the perspective of one of the main characters, before moving on to write their informative letter using formal 
language. Following this, they will read ‘Anita and the Dragon’ to generate and write their setting description. After 
this, they will read a non-fiction text, ‘The Human Body’ to create their own set of instructions based on one of the 
human systems. 

Mathematics 
This half-term, children will learn how to represent, partition and write numbers to 100. They will partition 
numbers to 1000 and explore using number lines, where they will make estimations about the position of 

numbers. They will learn to compare and order numbers to 1000. Following this, they will begin a unit on 
addition and subtraction, looking at number bonds and identifying patterns. They will add and subtract and 
make connections with 2-digit and 3-digit numbers.  

Science 
This half-term, children will learn about ‘The Human Body’, where they will understand the difference 

between voluntary and involuntary muscles, examining the biceps and heart. They will know what is meant 
by ligaments, joints and endoskeleton. Within these lessons, students will learn about the different parts of 
the brain, further their understanding of the digestive system, and explore the function of each part. 

Geography 
In this half-term’s unit of ‘Spatial Sense’, children will be able to name and identify the eight points of a 
compass, understand that symbols provide information about locations on a map, recognise that grid 
references help locate places on a map, and be able to read grid references using ‘northings’ and ‘eastings’. 
They will be able to identify and compare human and physical features of places. 

History 

In this unit, children will learn about the Stone Age to the Iron Age. Within these lessons, they will explore 
why Palaeolithic people came to Britain and how archaeologists use modern tools to gain a deeper 
understanding of the lives of Mesolithic people. They will be able to explain how people lived during this time 
and describe what Britain was like for its inhabitants. 

Art 
This half-term, children will explore how artists use line as a fundamental element in drawing and 
printmaking. They will learn to vary line weight, use lines to show texture and form, and experiment with 
pressure and observation to develop their sketching skills. Inspired by artists like Hokusai, children will also 
create their own prints using polystyrene blocks and printing ink, gaining an understanding of the printing 
process. 

Design Technology 
Within this DT unit, children will be sampling a range of different bread products from around the world. 
They will learn a basic bread recipe and use this as a guide to create their own authentic bread product that 
has been designed and made by them. During these lessons they will learn about where wheat comes from 

and how they can knead dough into different shapes. They will create a survey to gather more information 
about people’s dietary preferences and bread choices. 



Religious Education 
This half-term, children explore how different religious and non-religious worldviews understand the beginning 
of the world. They will learn about creation stories from Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and 

Buddhism, as well as scientific explanations, such as the Big Bang Theory. Children will compare beliefs, 
reflect on what an “ideal world” might look like, and discuss the shared responsibility of caring for the Earth. 
They will be encouraged to express their ideas respectfully while recognising that people believe different 
things. 

PSHE 
This half-term, children will learn about the terms ‘medicine’ and ‘drugs’ and discuss how to stay healthy and 
how illnesses can spread. They will learn about how they stay safe in different locations and how people help 
us to stay safe, before moving on to learn about unhealthy choices and discussing smoking and e-cigarettes 
or vapes. They will discuss in-person and online relationships and how relationships vary and within this 

explore the Fundamental British Values of Individual Liberty, Mutual Respect and Tolerance. They will also 
learn about support networks and caring for their emotion health, before moving on to learn about spending 
and saving money. 

Computing 

This half-term, children will learn about ‘Computing systems and networks – Connecting computers.’ By the 

end of this unit, children will have developed their understanding of digital devices, with an initial focus on 

inputs, processes, and outputs. They will compare digital and non-digital devices before being introduced to 

computer networks, which include network infrastructure devices such as routers and switches.  

Physical Education 
During PE lessons, children will participate in Health-Related Fitness and Handball, completing various fitness 
challenges in groups. They will learn how to make observations about the long-term benefits and effects of 
exercise and understand the importance of staying active. They will develop their skills in Handball, learning 
how to move, pass, catch, and throw. Additionally, they will have teacher-led PE lessons centred around 

developing their ball skills and knowing how to stop a rolling ball. 

Music 
The unit for this half-term is ‘Off-Beat’, where children will explore how the rhythm of a piece of music can be 
off-beat. They will listen to, appraise, and discuss the music of James Brown, Elvis Presley, and other artists, 

learning about how they used rhythm in their music. Additionally, they will listen to different instruments and 
use symbols to create and represent rhythmic patterns. 

Spanish 
This half-term, children will learn to greet each other and ask simple questions about name and well-being. 
There will be a strong emphasis on the correct pronunciation of key sounds in Spanish. They will learn about 

the grammar structure of ‘llamarse’ and know how to ask and respond to simple questions.  
 

Things you can do in your Local Area to support this? 

• Explore Richmond Park to compare human and physical features, observe animals and discuss 

what living things require in order to survive. 

• Take a trip to Turnham Green Farmers’ Market where you can discover where food comes 
from and how ingredients are grown. 

• Visit the Southbank Centre to attend performances and music events, and learn about how 
music can create atmosphere and tell stories. 

• Observe local places of worship and learn about beliefs, community and belonging. 

 













KEY
VOCABULARY

the act of making something. In religion, creation
is the act of bringing the world into existence

the belief in one god

the belief in many gods

the idea that when somebody dies, their spirit 
comes back to life in a new body

a scientist who studies stars, planets and other
objects in space

a scientific theory that suggests the universe
started as a tiny point and expanded to what it is
now – and that it is still expanding

creation

monotheistic

polytheistic

reincarnation

astronomer

the Big Bang

Multifaith
Creation

Christianity 
and Judaism

Views of Creation

Islam

Hinduism

Buddhism

scientific 
theory

Religious and non-religious 
worldviews often try to answer  
‘big questions’ about the world.

“How was the world created?”

The Bible and the Torah teach that the world 
was created in six days and that the seventh 
day was a rest.

The Quran teaches that the world was created 
by Allah in six stages (not days). There was 
no day of rest as Allah/God is considered as 
superior to humans and has no need for rest.

In Hinduism, the story of creation is an endless 
cycle of birth, death, and rebirth.

Buddhism does not have a single creation story 
like other religions – everything depends on 
everything else: present events are caused by 
past events and become the cause of future 
events. There is a cycle of birth, death and 
reincarnation.

The Big Bang theory states that the universe 
started as a tiny ball of energy and matter that 
expanded rapidly, forming stars, galaxies and 
planets – scientists study the universe to find 
evidence about how it was created.


