
 

 

 

Summer 2 Term – Year 4 Curriculum Overview 
This term in Year 4, we are learning about: 

English: 

This half term, children in Year 4 will be reading ‘Secrets of a Sun King’ and using it to inspire their writing. They will 
begin by writing a newspaper report, focusing on the key features of journalistic writing such as headlines, 
chronological recounting of events, and direct and reported speech. Children will learn to present facts clearly and 
engage the reader in an informative tone. Later in the term, they will write a persuasive letter linked to the events in 
the story, developing their ability to express a clear point of view, use emotive and compelling language, and 
structure their writing effectively for impact. Following this, they will learn about Julius Caesar and write a character 

analysis of him using their knowledge and formal language. Finally, they will learn about the story of ‘Le Petit 

Cordonnier’ to write their own narrative. 
 

Mathematics: 

During this half term, children will continue to learn about shape and their properties, exploring, identifying, 
comparing and ordering angles. They will learn to identify lines of symmetry and complete a symmetric figure. 
Following this, they will learn how to interpret charts and line graphs, make comparisons and calculate the sum and 
difference related to these within problem-solving. They will draw their line graphs using data, and then learn about 
reading and interpreting coordinates to make translations and accurate drawings on grids.  
 

Science: 

This half-term’s focus is ‘Electricity’, where children will learn to identify common appliances that run on electricity, 
construct simple circuits, and investigate how switches and different materials affect a circuit. They will also develop 
an understanding of electrical safety. Through hands-on experiments and discussions, pupils will build their confidence 
and curiosity about how electricity powers the world around them. 
 

Geography: 

The unit for this half term is ‘Asia: Japan’. In this unit, children will learn where Japan is located using a map and a 
globe. They will learn key facts about Japan and work to develop an understanding of its weather and climate. 
Following this, they will recognise the physical geographical features of Japan and identify the importance of the 
feudal system within Japan’s history.  
 

History: 

This half-term, children will continue their unit of ‘The Stuarts’ and this half term they will focus on the Great Plague, 
the Great Fire of London, Christopher Wren and the rebuilding of London as well as James II and the Monmouth 
Rebellion, before finally learning about William and Mary and the Bill of Rights. They will work on consolidating the 
learning from Summer 1 to help them make connections.  
 

Art: 

This half-term, children will study the unit ‘Needlework, Embroidery and Weaving’, where they will learn to make a 
cross-stitch design, using work by artist Kate Farrer as inspiration. They will then work on creating a cross-stitch 
following their design pattern, thinking about their colour choice. They will observe other embroidery stitches that 
can be used, with the Duchess of Cambridge’s wedding dress as their focus. 
 

Design Technology: 

The unit for the half term is ‘Soft Toy Tamigotchi’ where children will be able to design and make their own alien 

stuffed toy using a Microbit controller to create an interactive toy. Within this unit, they will look at and evaluate 

existing soft toys that light up, make sound or move and use these to sketch and plan out their own. They will 

consider variables, materials and joinings within these lessons. 

 



 

Religious Education: 

Our unit for this half term focuses on ‘Multifaith: Sacrifice’ where they will learn about the meaning of sacrifice in 

terms of it being something valued or important that is given up for a greater purpose, whether that is religious or 

non-religious. They will learn about pilgrimage, fasting, charity and sacrifices we make in our own lives. 
 

PSHE: 

This half-term, children will explore strategies to stay safe online and be bale to explain how to dal with a range of 
scenarios, including those where photos are shared online with and without consent. They will learn to understand 
more about ways in which we can care for the environment around us, recognise that different people can have 
different feelings in the same situation and discuss different perspectives. They will recognise that there are times 
when they might feel the need to tell their friend “No” and how to deal with various situations. Finally, they will 
learn about what a ‘dare’ is and know how to show assertiveness. 
 

Computing: 

The unit for this half term is ‘Repetition in Games’, and by the end of this unit, children will be able to develop the 
use of count-controlled loops in a different programming environment. They will know and be able to explain that in 
programming, there are infinite loops and count-controlled loops, and develop a design that includes two or more 
loops running simultaneously. 
 

Physical Education: 

Our unit for this half-term focuses on Cricket and Rounders. In cricket, students will demonstrate correct throwing 
and catching techniques, practise throwing underarm to one another over a short distance, further develop their 
underarm and overarm bowling, and work on playing different roles within a cricket match. In rounders, they will use 
the rounders bat accurately and understand how to field effectively. 
 

Spanish: 
Our unit for this half-term is ‘Cuando llueve llevo un paraguas’. Within this unit, children will learn how to talk about 
different weather conditions, temperatures, and appropriate clothing for each type of weather. They will use this 
knowledge to create and perform short dialogues and even present their weather forecasts in Spanish. 
 

Music: 

This unit is based on ‘Announcing an Entrance’ where children will compose and perform a fanfare played on 
percussion instruments, building on a major triad using repetitive rhythms recorded in stick notation and how to 
create texture using rhythmic imitation.  

 

Things you can do in your Local Area to support this? 

• Take a trip to Benjamin Franklin House where the children can learn more about Electricity 
and make links between circuits and inventions.  

• Explore Holland Park’s Kyoto Garden and observe traditional Japanese design, architecture, 
landscaping and culture as well as identify patterns and symmetry in real life.  

• Visit the Monument of the Great Fire of London to learn more about the Stuarts, the Great 
Fire of London and Christopher Wren. They can climb the Monument which helps children to 
visualise the scale of the fire and understand how London changed afterwards. 

• Visit Chiswick House and Gardens explore symmetry, shape and patterns in the gardens and 
architecture, linking to Maths, while the history of the house supports their learning about the 
Stuarts and changing Britain. 
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peasants 90% of population

artisans

merchants lowest class

PKC
Primary Knowledge

the name sometimes given to Japan because of the sun rising in the
east and it being the most Eastern area in Asia

the capital city of Japan

a large city in Honshu, Japan: it was the capital city of Japan

the average weather in a place over many years

the condition of the atmosphere at a particular time, e.g rain,
snow, sunny

tsunami unusually large sea waves caused by either earthquakes,

seaquakes or underwater volcanic eruption

monsoon

samurai

wind systems that bring heavy rains in summer and winter

Japanese army warriors

kimono a long, loose traditional Japanese robe with wide sleeves and tied

with a sash

a Japanese art of folding paper to make decorative shapes and
origami

figures


