
 

 

 
Autumn 2 Term – Year 5 Curriculum Overview 

This term in Year 5, we are learning about: 
 

English 
This half-term, pupils will build on their writing skills through a range of texts and genres. They will start 

with Return which they will use as a stimulus to write a setting description with ambitious vocabulary, 

emotive language and figurative language before moving on to Hidden Figures, which they will use to write 

a biography in the correct factual style with chronological structure and formal language. Following this, 

they will then read The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, where pupils will write a narrative with dialogue. 
Pupils will conclude the term with disciplinary writing in History based on the Early British Empire using 
formal language. 

 

Mathematics 
Our unit for this half-term focuses on multiples, factors, prime, square, and cube numbers. Children will 

identify common factors and practise multiplying and dividing numbers by 10, 100, and 1000. They will 
also work with fractions, finding equivalent fractions from unit and non-unit fractions, converting between 
improper and mixed fractions, and comparing and ordering fractions less than 1. 
 

Science 
This half term, children will learn about Materials and that they can be grouped together according to any 
of their physical properties. They will learn about thermal conductors and insulators, developing an 
understanding of the term ‘conductivity’. During this unit, they will plan for an investigation, considering 

their variables, accuracy and results. Following this, they will learn about solutions, solvents, substances, 
before exploring ways of separating mixtures. Finally, they will learn about irreversible and reversible 
changes.   
 

History 

Our unit for this half-term focuses on The Early British Empire, where they will further their learning about 
what an empire is and the role that emperors and monarchs play within these, looking in particular at the 

origins and growth of the British Empire. They will learn about the significance of trade and explore the 
term ‘colony’, before they move on to learn about the Muslim Mughal Empire, and how this linked to the 
British Empire. During this unit, the children will learn about global trade, global defence and global 
political power.  
 

Art  
Within ‘Islamic Art and Architecture’ children will learn about the four main components of Islamic design 
and they will explore the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem as well as the Alhambra and Taj Mahal as places 

with elements of symmetrical design and calligraphy, geometric and vegetal patterns.  

 

Design and Technology 
Our unit for this half-term focuses on Carnival Costumes, and by the end of this unit, children will be to 
design and construct their own carnival costumes using the Notting Hill Carnival as inspiration. They will 
research existing carnival costumes, trying to incorporate a visit from someone within the community. They 

will work to create a mood board, and begin to select materials and fabrics that suit their mood board to 
design their carnival costume using the materials and colours from their mood boards. They will then 



construct their carnival costume following the designs and their mood boards, before evaluating it against 
their design specification.  
 

Religious Education 
Children will explore Christianity through history, learning about the life of Jesus, the origins and spread of 
Christianity, the roles of Peter, Paul and Constantine, and how the Reformation led to divisions within 

Christianity. 
 
PSHE 
Children will learn about decision dilemmas, learning about bullying, conflict resolution, media influence, 
social norms, peer pressure and explore decision-making when faced with a risky situation, recognising and 

discussing what ‘risky situations’ might be. They will explore personal boundaries and consent 
understanding what they mean using different scenarios. They will learn about their bodies growing and 
changing exploring what is meant by puberty, before exploring kind conversations and having empathy for 

others. During Anti-Bullying Week 2026 (16–20 November), themed Break the Silence, children will 
learn how to speak up, support others, and promote kindness in their community. 
 

Computing 

Our unit for this half-term focuses on Creating Media – Video Production. Children will create short videos 
in groups, learning the skills of capturing, editing, and manipulating video. They will use topic-based 
language and evaluate their own videos. 

 

Physical Education 

Our unit for this half-term focuses on Swimming. Children will develop their knowledge of water safety and 

work towards swimming competently, confidently, and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 metres. 
They will learn to use a range of strokes effectively, including front crawl, backstroke, and breaststroke, 
and practise safe self-rescue in a variety of water-based situations. 
 

Spanish 

Our unit for this half-term is Mi ciudad, where children will learn about masculine and feminine forms of 

definite and indefinite articles. They will read and create sentences about places in their city and engage in 
conversational dialogue with peers. They will also learn directional vocabulary and how to ask and explain 
where places are located in the local area. 
 

Music 
Children will learn This Little Babe, developing their singing and instrumental skills through rounds and 
three-part canons. They will explore pitch notation, musical texture, composition and improvisation, while 
building confidence, accuracy and expression in solo and group performances. 

Things you can do in your Local Area to support this? 

• Visit the British Library to discover historic manuscripts, fascinating stories and sound 
recordings to enrich writing and audio and video production skills. 

• Take a trip to the Royal College of Music Museum where you can explore unusual historic 
instruments and discover how sounds are created in different ways. 

• Take a visit to the Grant Museum of Zoology to discover animal skeletons and preserved 
specimens to identify similarities and differences between animals and their characteristics. 

• Explore Young V & A to develop own designs, experiment with materials and consider how 
products appeal to different audiences. 

 





 



 



 












