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We are in the process of building a centre of excellence in Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths (STEM) in the heart of North Kensington.  Aimed at primary school aged pupils, our new 

project will combine specialist facilities with curriculum expertise and community outreach.  We 

have already secured funding and pre-planning approval for a new building within our school 

grounds which will house a science lab, food technology area, community space and training 

facilities for professional development.  We now need to secure funding to fully furnish and 

resource our building with equipment to allow us to fulfil our vision. 

 

Bevington Primary School is one of the most academically successfully primary schools in the 

country, with results which place the school in the top 3% nationally.  In 2018, the Sunday Times 

ranked the school as the 11th best primary in England.  A particular strength of the school is its 

unique STEM curriculum, which draws on higher-level scientific concepts and enables children to 

understand their learning in the context of STEM careers.  The school already works closely with 

eight local schools and leads a science network in partnership with The Ogden Trust. 

 

These outcomes are achieved despite the school serving a challenging catchment, with over 40% of 

children classed as disadvantaged and almost two thirds speaking English as an additional language.  

The school is situated less than a mile from Grenfell Tower, and the tragedy has had a profound 

impact on the school community.  Our project will ignite ambition in the minds of young people, 

providing them with a long-term purpose before they move into the next phase of their education.  

Our building will serve as a focal point for our network of schools, and a centre for our community 

to use in the spirit of cohesion and aspiration. 

Executive Summary 
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Context 

At Bevington, we recognise the key importance that STEM has in the workplace, and we are fully 

committed to giving our pupils the option to pursue careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths from an early age.   For this reason, we designed and implemented a STEM curriculum 

alongside our topic based learning, where children explore real-life topics in science, digital technology 

and engineering.  It is extremely important to help prepare our children for their futures and we do this 

through the integration of STEM in a cohesive learning model based on real-world applications. These 

subjects are all closely connected and maths plays an overarching role in each.  

As a school we are committed to professional development of staff within our school and local 

community.  We recognise that this is the only real way of ensuring that educational projects are 

sustainable in the longer term, and have the widest impact.  It was for this reason that we founded a 

science partnership with other North Kensington Schools, and we are dedicated to ensuring this 

outreach grows.  In early 2019, the council gave us pre-planning approval for a new building as part 

of wider site redevelopment.  We have been able to secure funding for the ‘bricks and mortar’ from 

the local council, however we desperately need to raise funds to furnish and equip our new 

resource. 

22% of STEM workforce is female 

-WISE Campaign 2018 

BME men 28% less likely to work in STEM than white men 

-CaSE 2014 
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Successes 

Our STEM curriculum is now a strength of the school.  Written and developed by our STEM Leaders 

for our children, we study ambitious content and relate everything back to real-life.  During their time at 

Bevington children study a wide range of disciplines from meteorology to architecture.  Pupils 

understand important concepts and are able to make connections within the subject because they 

have highly developed transferable knowledge, skills and understanding. They are able to think for 

themselves and take the initiative in, for example, asking questions, carrying out their own 

investigations and working constructively with others.  

Curriculum 

Our temporary facilities 

While waiting for our new facilities, we have made use of redundant spaces in the building, creating 

our very own temporary practical and digital Labs in school. The digital lab is a well-used space for 

our children to develop their understanding of coding and algorithms and other areas of the 

computing curriculum.   The practical lab has been a fantastic way of enabling our children to learn 

STEM in a space that is specific for the teaching and learning of Science.  Although we make best use 

of these spaces, the equipment is tired, worn and in need of replacement.  We host visiting teachers 

and hold training in these rooms, however they are cramped and no longer fit for purpose. 
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“Resources to nurture science subject leaders should be initially focused on 

schools in schools in [economically] deprived areas.”   

-CaSE 2014 

Next Steps 

Centre of Excellence 

After years of careful planning, we are excited that our new STEM specialist building has received 

financial backing from our local authority, been designed and is now at the planning consultation 

stage.  It is scheduled to be open in September 2019.  Currently, however, budget cuts mean that 

we will be unable to fully furnish the building with the specialist furniture and equipment it 

deserves.  We are therefore seeking funding streams which us to provide these facilities for our 

children and the wider community of North Kensington.  We are also seeking out partners in the 

private education sector, corporate world and industry, to allow us to share knowledge and 

connections, and provide the widest possible experiences for our pupils and their families. 

Impact 

We are confident that our project will change the lives of our children.  By introducing children to 

STEM careers at an early stage, we will show them that, despite starting point or preconception, this 

is a world which is open to them.  Our well-equipped lab and learning spaces will give children 

access to knowledge and concepts traditionally out of reach for their age or background.  We will 

host professional development days and network meetings in our training space, extending the 

impact of the project beyond the boundaries of the school.  The building will be used at evenings, 

weekends and holidays by community groups, providing a much needed space for gathering and 

learning.  In the short-term, we will measure the impact our project has on STEM outcomes for 

pupils, training feedback, and community uptake.  More importantly, we will also measure the 

impact of the project in the long-term, recording the outcomes of ex-pupils in science GCSE, A Level 

and beyond.     
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Case Studies 

The Science Garden The Bevington Beehives 

In 2017 we identified an under-used and 

unloved area of our playgrounds, and saw its 

potential to be developed as an outdoor 

learning space for science.  By accessing 

funding through RBKC Greener Living we were 

able to install a science learning garden, 

complete with greenhouse, planters and pond.  

The area is now used daily for STEM learning. 

Garden opened by the mayor of Kensington and Chelsea 

Last year we used a grant from Tesco to install 

a beehive in our derelict school-house garden.  

Staff and children are now trained bee-keepers 

and groups visit the hive to care for the colony, 

inspect the bees and collect honey.  We are 

hoping to collect enough honey this summer 

to be able to sell it for a profit! 

“I loved finding the queen bee and learning about what 

she does!”   - Israa, aged 6 

“Putting on the suit and checking the colony has been 

one of the best things I’ve ever done!” - Ella, aged 10 

The greenhouse 

being used as an 

outdoor classroom 

Vegetables in the 

process of being 

grown and 

harvested for our 

school kitchen 
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Partnership 

Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 

Our new build will be funded by our local authority, the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.  

The council acknowledge the need to redevelop our school site as the structure on the site of the 

planned new-build is currently not fit for purpose. They also recognise the need to ensure specialist 

provision for science teaching and learning, as well as community space for groups and 

organisations.  However, while they are able to fund the build itself, budget restraints mean that this 

will not extend to furnishings or equipment. 

The Ogden Trust 

In September 2018, Bevington was 

designated as the lead school in a science 

partnership with The Ogden Trust, a 

national charity.  The primary objective of 

this network is to further the teaching and 

learning of physics across a network of 

schools.  Support from the trust is 

provided primarily through networking 

opportunities, development  and training 

days.  The partnership does come with 

some modest funding, however this is 

earmarked to be spent on learning 

projects which run across all schools in 

the network and therefore cannot be 

used for a project of this nature. 

Industry Professionals 

Our aim is to build relationships with 

professionals from across the corporate 

world, industry and private education 

sector.  We would like to work in 

partnership with businesses who see the 

potential in working closely with the 

workforce of the future.  We aim to 

access specialist teachers and provide 

contrasting learning experiences for 

teachers and children.  We also recognise 

that enabling our pupils to see STEM 

careers in action and meet the people 

who make their living in this industry, is 

the only real way of making this a tangible 

ambition for them.  
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We estimate that it will cost approximately 

£100,000 to furnish and equip our facility to a high 

standard.  We will ensure that our children access 

the resources they deserve, and we will not 

compromise on quality.  Our predicted 

expenditure (left) gives a detailed breakdown of 

how the funds would be spent, including on some 

of the more specialised STEM equipment which is 

not normally accessible in primary schools. 

A key priority for the future is “Greater STEM 

support in primary schools.”  

-RAEng 2016 

Planned Expenditure 

We have prioritised spending in four areas.  The 

STEM Lab will form one half of the building, and 

will be resourced for a class of 30 children.  The 

other half of the building will be comprise the 

Training/Community Room and Food Technology 

Space.  This flexible area will be used for teaching 

of nutrition, as well as for visiting teachers during 

CPD events.  This area will also be available for use 

to community groups during evenings and 

weekends.  Lastly, we will equip the outside of the 

building with technology relevant to the teaching 

of STEM.  Wind turbines will generate energy 

which will power appliances within the building, 

and a weather station will be used to teach 

meteorology. 

We already have experience hosting community 

groups, recently hosting supplementary schools, 

community meetings, forums and local training.  All 

groups tell us that rentable and affordable spaces in 

our local community are highly sought after. 
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Anticipated Income—Funding Plan 

Funding Plan 

The Bevington Trust 

Addressing the Shortfall 

Our school faces an uncertain financial future.  Costs continue to rise and our centrally funded 

budget does not reflect this.  This means that the carry-forward we were able to gather in year 

gone by is now being used to pay for staff.  To address this we founded a charitable trust, The 

Bevington Trust, in December 2018.  The aim of the Trust is to raise funds for the school 

through grants, donations, events and corporate partnership.  All funds raised for the purposes 

of this project will be co-ordinated through the Trust. 

We are not in a position to be able to commit large school funds to the full project.  This is due 

to uncertainty with our central budget, staffing and overheads.  We therefore aim to address 

the shortfall primarily through a number of grant applications to trusts and foundations.  We 

will also be raising funds directly through events and donations from our immediate community.  

Lastly, we aim approach corporate partners for donations of funding towards the project, and 

gifts of resources, time and expertise.  Should we not be able to secure the full funds, the centre 

will open as planned, however it will be modestly furnished and both spaces will be equipped as 

standard classrooms.  In our view, this would be huge opportunity missed. 
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People 

School Team 

Governor Lead 

Isobel Carter 

I have recently become a governor at Bevington and I sit on the Finance 

Committee. After a varied career in business, both here and in the States, I 

now work for several charities, notably Cancer Research UK; Young 

Enterprise and Making the Leap (helping those at schools choose the right 

career) and teaching English at the Al Hasaniya Arab Women’s Centre. I am 

on the board of The Clement James Centre in North Kensington, help 

students from Oxford and George Washington Universities, and am also 

active in The City Women’s Network.  

Karen Matthews,                 

Head Teacher 

I have been the Head at 

Bevington since September 

2015 and I love working here. 

The children and families are 

amazing and every day is 

packed. I joined the school 

after working in Harrow and 

Ealing for the last 10 years, 

which I thoroughly enjoyed.  I 

am also a lead inspector for 

Ofsted and a trustee of the 

Bevington Trust. 

Richard Byrne-Smith, 

Deputy Head 

I joined Bevington in 

2015, having worked in a 

number of roles across 

the South East.  My goal is 

to help Bevington become 

one of the best schools in 

the country.  I am 

particularly interested in 

ensuring that the most 

disadvantaged children 

excel. 

Alex Brown,                

STEM Lead 

I started my teaching 

career at Bevington in 

2014 and I lead STEM 

across the school, which is 

a real passion of mine. I 

am currently teaching 

year two, however I also 

fulfil a role as Teacher 

Fellow for the Ogden 

Trust, and co-ordinate our 

partnership.  
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Engineering alone accounts for 25% of gross value 

added for the UK economy  

-RAEng 2016 

Opportunities 

We are not just seeking financial support.  We recognise that organisations and individuals have lots 

to offer our school and local community.  We are surrounded by organisations and individuals in the 

world of STEM, and we would like to make the most of the opportunities this presents.  We 

recognise that our children will only truly understand the concept of a career in STEM if they visit 

workplaces, meet individuals and see first hand the impact this has on our world. 

STEM skills are required in  one in six non-STEM 

occupations 

-LSE  2017 

Your Time 

Your Workplaces 

Your Experts 

Your Facilities 

We know that time is precious.  However, if 

you, or individuals in your organisation, are 

willing and able to offer a morning or 

afternoon to talk about your career, we 

would love to hear from you.  Aside from 

being incredible fun, it is an opportunity to 

inspire the next generation of recruits in 

your industry.  

Although we have high expectations of staff 

subject knowledge, we recognise that we are 

not experts.  We are looking for individuals 

who would like to offer time to work with a 

group of teachers or children to improve an 

area of specialist STEM.  We are particularly 

interested in areas beyond the primary 

national curriculum. 

We can tell children about careers in STEM, 

but it isn’t the same as them experiencing it.  

If you are able to offer a visit for a class or 

small group of children to your place of 

work, you would be helping children to 

understand just what it means to work in 

STEM.  These inspirational experiences often 

stay with children for life. 

We would like our new facility to be as 

specialist as we can make it, however we 

also understand that an electron 

microscope, MRI scanner or laser cutter will 

probably not make the final design!  We are 

always looking for opportunities for our 

pupils to learn in specialist spaces.  
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