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Phonics and Early Reading 

Parents play a crucial role in helping children to learn to read.  We work closely 

with you to ensure that your child learns at the correct pace to enable them to 

access the world of reading. 

How You Can Help... 

Please...  

 Increase access to books and words 

 Read with your child at least once a day 

 Read everything and anything! 

 Surround your child with books and literature 

 Learn the phonic alphabet (YouTube can help!) 

 Visit the library as often as possible 

 Read in front of your child as often as you can 

 Sign reading records weekly 

 Bring home school books on a Monday 

 Attend our workshops on Phonics and Reading 

The World of Books 
A child will never learn to read without seeing words or holding books.  Take your 

child to the library or bookshop, and introduce them to as wide a variety of 

reading materials as possible.  Reading with your child can mean sharing books, 

stories, rhymes, or any other writing. You can:  

 Read books together.  

 Tell each other stories.  

 Chat about the things that you have read. 

 Talk about pictures in books. 

 Share stories even when you don’t have a book in front of you. For example, you 

could re-tell your favourite stories or even make one up! 



What is Phonics? 
Phonics is a method of teaching children to read by correlating sounds with symbols 

in an alphabetic writing system.  Phonics teaches children to read accurately and 

fluently with good comprehension. 

They learn to form each letter, spell correctly, and compose their ideas step-by-step. 

Phonics teaches children to break words down into their smallest possible units of 

sound, before blending these together. 

At Bevington, we follow the Letters and Sounds 

programme.  

Pupils in Early Years and Key Stage One (pupils in 

Nursery to Year 2) are taught phonics daily for at least 

20 minutes.  Children are taught phonics progressing 

from phase 1 in Nursery, to phase 6 at the end of Year 2. 

Our phonics lessons are very active, fast-paced and 

involve lots of different activities to help the children learn 

their letters and sounds.   

Teaching Phonics 

Phonics is not the only way we teach children to read!  We also encourage 

reading for pleasure, and teach wider comprehension through a variety of ways.  

This includes using Guided, Shared, Modelled, Buddy and Home Reading across 

our school day and curriculum. 

Reading enhances learning in all subjects, and by far the most important thing 

that parents can do to support their child’s learning is to read with them every 

day, asking questions where possible to check understanding. 

Phonics and Reading 

What could the book be about? 

How is this character feeling at the moment?  

What is the setting of this story? 

How would you change the story at this point? 

Some Key Questions... 

Which was your favourite part? Why? 

What do you predict will happen next? 

Who would you like to meet in the story?  

How is this book similar to other books? 

Vocabulary Check 

Phoneme/ sound the smallest unit of spoken sound 

Grapheme/ letter the letter/s that represent a unit of sound 

Digraph two letters that make one sound, e.g. play, that, zoo 

Trigraph three letters that make one sound, e.g. night 

Blending 

(decoding to read) 

looking at the graphemes in a word, working out which 

sounds they make then merging them together to make a 

word. 

Segmenting 

(encoding to write) 

splitting a word into the phonemes that make it, then 

writing the corresponding graphemes in the correct order 

CVC 

  

CVC is short for ‘consonant/vowel/consonant’ – words 

such as mat, hen, big, fox, cup. These words are perfect 

for the early stages of reading. 

Tricky words Tricky words are those words which cannot be sounded 

out correctly using the phonics sounds so we have to have 

plenty of practise to learn them by memory 

HFW HFW is short for High Frequency Words - those words 

which occur most frequently in written material 


