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Bevington Primary School - Chair’s Statement for the 2018-19 academic year 
 
2018-19 was a great year for Bevington.  Summary highlights are as follows:  
 

• Bevington Primary School has been producing outstanding academic results.  The school 
was ranked 11th in the England for 2018 by The Times and has been acknowledged by the 
government as being in the top 3% of English schools. 

• The school is investing successfully in becoming a centre of excellence for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). 

• Bevington has established itself as a leader in the community in driving standards for children 
entitled to Pupil Premium. 

• The school has received planning permission and funding to redevelop the disused school 
house and toilet block into a new science block.  

 

Alongside this, the school is experiencing funding pressure as a result of the changes the 
government are making to how money is allocated to schools, but Bevington has sought to address 
these pressures and will continue to do so to mitigate funding constraints to the extent possible.  
Bevington continues to thrive despite these challenges.  
 

Detail on each of the above is set out below.  
 
Bevington’s journey  
 
Bevington is transitioning to a primary school that is a leader in its field nationally and it is important 
that we recognise the incredible work that is being done to achieve this.  Schools are under extreme 
funding pressure and so it is doubly impressive that the school is performing and progressing at the 
rate it is in this very tough environment. 
 
The outstanding results produced by the children are a direct result of: 
 

• The passion, dedication and sheer hard work that all the staff at Bevington give every day to 
the school and community; 

• The support and encouragement you as carers and parents of Bevington provide to the 
school and pupils in reaching their goals; and 

• The children’s hunger to explore new areas of the curriculum, learn new skills and constantly 
improve their knowledge and understanding. 

 
Governors have had the pleasure of interacting with the above groups at different events over this 
academic year to date (school and class visits, learning walks, carer and parent forums etc).  This 
has been a great opportunity for us to meet the children and many of you as carers and parents and 



to see in action the great teaching and experience all the staff at Bevington are providing to the 
children.  
 
The environment created for Bevington pupils is the result of a combined effort of the above parties.  
However it is important that we recognise that the progression of the school been made possible by 
the strong vision, leadership and commitment to the highest standards embodied by Bevington’s 
Head Teacher Ms Matthews.  Bevington is incredibly fortunate to have such a talented and 
dedicated Head Teacher running the school and we are very grateful to Ms Matthews and her team 
for the excellent work they are doing.  
 
Academic achievement 
 
The 2018/19 academic year is proving to be an excellent year for academic achievement at 
Bevington Primary School.  During the year Bevington: 
 

• Achieved the best SATS results ever at Greater Depth for the school. This meant that in 
addition to the with 93% of pupils meeting the expected standard in reading, writing and 
maths, 38% of pupils achieved at a higher standard in these subjects (both outcomes are 
higher than the local authority and national average). 

• Ranked the 11th top primary school in England in The Times league table. 

• Ranked in the top five primary schools in Kensington and Chelsea for the third year running. 

• Recognised as being in the top 3% of schools in England by the Secretary of State for 
Education and Minister of State for School Standards.  

 

These are seriously impressive results and show that Bevington is now competing with the top 

schools at a national level.  A big part of this success is drive by the work being done to broaden 

the curriculum, a summary of which is set out below.  

Broadening the curriculum 

Providing a breadth of curriculum to the children at Bevington is a key driver of the school’s results.  

Delivering strong education in the core subjects is a critical part of how the school prepares the 

children for their future education in senior school, however over the last two years Ms Matthews 

with her team have developed a template to actively broaden the education that children receive at 

Bevington. 

The cornerstone to this is the focus on Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM).  This 

radically expands the educational experience the children have at Bevington which not only provides 

a lot of enjoyment and interest to them, but ultimately accelerates their knowledge and development 

in areas that they would not normally start to cover until they enter the secondary school.  

As part of this focus on STEM, Bevington has developed a partnership with the Ogden Trust which 

is a charitable organisation that helps to support the teaching and learning of Physics in primary 

schools across London. Over the coming years Bevington will be embedding the work that started 

last year with schools locally to lead a partnership based on providing high-quality professional 

development for staff and exceptional resources for pupils. This partnership will enhance the quality 

of education the children receive and help raise the profile of the school in the immediate and 

broader community.  

Bevington has also developed its own Science Laboratory. This allows lessons across the school to 

become more focussed on practical learning by conducting experiments and investigations and it 

has already proven to be an incredible asset to the children’s teaching and learning.  The children 

will proudly show you the photos in their workbooks of their experiments in the Science Lab on 

request! 



In addition to the focus on STEM subjects, Bevington remains committed to the other core subjects 

of English and Maths as well as the foundation subjects of Design Technology, Computing, 

Geography, Music, Art, Physical Education and PSHE.  Governors attended a session at the school 

to learn about how the curriculum is being integrated so that relevant parts of different subjects are 

woven together into projects and tasks.  This helps create real life examples where pupils are able 

to use their skills across different parts of the curriculum (e.g. Maths, Literacy and STEM) in a 

particular piece of work.  Evidence to date is that this integrated approach improves the quality of 

learning ensuring the pupils at Bevington make links and transfer skills across the curriculum. This 

helps them to know more and remember more. 

A key highlight of the year from the broader curriculum are the recitals the held by the school 

attended by Ward Councillors and the Deputy Mayor.  Bevington has been working with the Voices 

Foundation, the Rhythm Studio and Restore the Music charities for two years now which has 

significantly supplemented the quality of musical education the children already received through 

class teaching at Bevington.  

Bevington leading in the community  

As Bevington develops, there is a clear vision for the school to become a leader in the community.  
This will be driven by the impact the children have on their local community as well as the school 
taking a more proactive role in helping other schools learn from what Bevington does so well. In 
order to support other schools Bevington has been leading a Pupil Premium Network group since 
2017. The pupil premium is additional funding for schools in England designed to help 
disadvantaged pupils of all abilities perform better, and close the gap between them and their 
peers. Schools must report on the difference this funding makes annually. The Pupil Premium 
Network group meets termly and allows staff from 10 other schools to share good practice and 
learn from each other so that they can spend the money even more effectively.  
 
As indicated above, Bevington also wants to become a school that provides training to teachers 
from the surrounding area.  Bevington is breaking new ground in terms of how it structures the 
curriculum, develops its approach to assessing the children’s work, and the focus on STEM which 
means that the staff and leadership of Bevington are gaining skills and experience that other schools 
are hungry to learn from.  Ms Matthews has a real commitment to improving education for all (inside 
and outside Bevington) and the school has already started hosting training events for other teachers 
so that they can learn from Bevington’s excellent work.  
 
Bevington School Site update 
 
During the 2018-19 year, Bevington received pre-planning permission and funding to replace the 
currently disused school house and toilet block with a new science block.  The exact timings are to 
be determined but it is a huge achievement for the school to have such funding approved in the 
current financial environment.  The new science block will revolutionise the resources available to 
the children and is the next step on the journey of establishing Bevington as a specialist STEM 
school. However with this new venture also comes the challenge of adequately resourcing the 
space. We need furniture and specialist science equipment that will cost in the region of £100,000 
and half that amount again to remodel the playground after the build is finished. This is money that 
the school does not have in its budget so we will be seeking your support in fundraising for this and 
a carer and parent forum has already been held to talk through and collect ideas for how this might 
be achieved.   
 
Financial situation of the School 
 
The funding received by Bevington is being reduced as part of broader cuts implemented by the 
government and Local Authority and the impact is real and material and the school has already had 
to make savings to meet its budgetary requirements. 



 
To date the focus on making savings has been as far as possible on physical resources rather than 
staff.  This approach maintains teacher numbers within the school which is critical to the continued 
standard of education provided to the children.  We hope to be able to maintain this approach but 
the school is planning through contingencies that can be implemented if required. 
 
The school is also taking direct action to increase funding by maximising applicants to year 1 and to 
fill any gaps in later years that may exist.  Bevington’s funding is directly linked to how many children 
are in the school and so filling all the available spots increases the annual funding received.  The 
number of pupils entering the Bevington has increased over the last couple of years as a result of 
the higher profile of the school and the outstanding results it produces.  
 
Other actions include the school actively targeting external providers for funding (e.g. grants from 
charities and businesses), the establishment of a Parent Teacher Association who have already 
started work on raising funds (many thanks to the team for their great work to date on this), and the 
establishment of the Bevington Trust.  The Trust is a charitable entity that will take donations for the 
school which then benefit from gift aid.  Expect to see more of this in due course to encourage 
people and businesses in the local community to support the great work that Bevington is doing. 
 
Thank you to the carers and parents of the children at Bevington 
 
I would like the carers and parents of the children at Bevington.  The children’s success is a direct 
reflection of the support you provide both them and the school and I would ask you to please 
continue to be generous in your support as the school, Ms Matthews and her team work incredibly 
hard to give your children the best education they can.  
 
Einar Lindh 
Chair of Governors 
Bevington Primary School  


