
 

 

 

Year 6 English Activities 

 

Activity 1 - to write a biography Research a notorious highwayman called Dick 
Turpin. Then write a biography of his life and 
write a concluding paragraph as to why he 
became a notorious figure in history.  

Activity 2 – to write a persuasive piece of 

writing  

In this task you will need to write a persuasive 
piece of writing as to why the death penalty 
should never be brought back to the UK? 
Within your writing, have an introduction about 
the dates/facts about what death penalties used 
to exist in the UK and when they were 
abolished. Then write the reasons why the 
death penalty should never be brought back. 
Give at least three reasons and research groups 
of people who don’t ever want it back. Then 
write about who may want to bring the death 
penalty back and what their reasons are. To 
sum up bring all the ideas together and 
conclude your persuasive piece of writing.  

Activity 3 – To write a newspaper article Write a newspaper article about the execution 
of Charles I. Remember all the key features of a 
newspaper article: headline, date, orientation, 
main paragraph which expands upon the 
orientation, then details about the execution 
and why he was executed (use of direct and 
indirect speech here) and to finish the 
reorientation (what is happening now).  

Activity 4 – To write a poem Write a poem about one period in history 
(medieval, Tudor or Victorian) and the type of 
crime and punishment that existed.  
 
EXT – write about one form of 
punishment/torture used in history and devise a 
poem that details it.  

Activity 5 – To write a diary Write a diary entry of someone who has to 
undergo one form of punishment but still 
survives (e.g. being in the stocks, wearing a 
brank). Write two separate diary entries as to 
why they had to undergo the punishment, in 
depth detail about what the punishment felt like 
and what they will do in the future.  


