
Approaching the newly-built town of Pripyat in my car, excitement courses 

through my body, as I inch further and further away from my old life. This is 

the new start that I have been waiting for, away from the poverty and misery 

that hung over my previous town. Over half of the population (myself included) 

were unemployed there. Job opportunities were non-existent and I couldn’t 

bear another day trapped at home wondering when I would next be able to 

support my family. Just the thought of my beloved wife and little ones huddled 

together and shivering in their dingy single-room apartment in the city still 

brings tears to my eyes. I have made it my mission to provide them with the 

life they deserve and Pripyat is the ticket to that goal. Not only have I found 

employment in the nearby Chernobyl nuclear power plant, but the company 

have even provided me with a brand new apartment close to the site: this was 

an offer of a lifetime, an offer I simply could not refuse! Manically, I gathered 

my very few belongings, tossed them into my vehicle and headed towards my 

brighter future. 

 

The first thing I noticed driving into the town of Pripyat was the immense 

apartment blocks. Row upon row of beautiful, vibrant brick buildings that 

soared towards the cloudless sky. I could already picture the glorious views 

from my 17th floor window over the gorgeous countryside. As I approached the 

city centre, my eyes widened in amazement at the facilities that the town had 

to offer. Like a man possessed, I parked my car and tore towards the sparkling 

leisure centre, my eyes fixed on the Olympic-sized swimming pool and diving 

boards that towered above it. In the distance, I could just make out the faint 

sound of screams: not cries of terror, but excited, exhilarating shrieks. 

Intrigued, I followed the town and stumbled upon the lights and wonders of 

Pripyat’s very own theme park, overshadowed by the most wonderful Ferris 

Wheel. I wiped a tear away from my cheek: I truly was the luckiest man in the 

world – I had really hit the jackpot here! 


