
Year 5 Literacy 

Activity 1: To write a report. 
You are on an archeological dig and have just discovered a 
piece of ancient Maya pottery. You need to write a report that 
describes your findings. Remember to use lots of descriptive 
language, including NP and ENPs.  

Activity 2: To write a debate. 
Using all of the research that you have already completed about 
the Mayans, answer the following debate question, someone at 
home might like to argue the opposite point so that you can 
hold a real, live debate at home: 

The most important discovery of the Mayan period was the number system.  

Before writing have a think:  
- What else did the Mayans introduce? (writing system, calendar, advances in 

astrology, developments in agriculture and architecture, etc) 
- Do you agree with the question, was their number system their most valuable/

important discovery of their time? 
- Think about the language you are going to use to support your argument:  I agree 

with …  because… I disagree with…. because…. I partially agree… I strongly 
disagree…  

- Think about reasons why you agree or disagree.  
Use the debate planning sheet to support your writing! 
 

Activity 3: To create a cartoon strip. 
Create your own cartoon strip, just like the 
example on this page. The example cartoon is all 
about two Mayan twins, who are tasked with 
stopping the evil antics of an underworld God, 
when he comes to the human world to cause 
trouble!  

Activity 4: To write a play. 
Turn your comic into a play-script! https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsn4h39/
articles/zx8kng8  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsn4h39/articles/zx8kng8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsn4h39/articles/zx8kng8


Activity 5: To create a persuasive leaflet. 
Although the Mayan tribes may be long gone, people still live in South America 
today! Find out more about the areas that the Mayan people came from and write a 
persuasive leaflet to encourage people to visit their on their holidays. Remember to 
include: What the weather is like, food they can eat, historical sites they can visit (to 
learn about the Mayans), places that they can relax, hotels they can stay in, etc) 


