
Week 6 Writing- The great fire of London 

Monday:  

Read the events of the great fire of London.  

Timeline of the Fire 
Sunday September 2, 1666 

 

1 am:  The fire starts at Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding Lane.  

3 am:  Samuel Pepys (The Prime minister) is told about the fire 

7 am:  300 houses have been destroyed and the fire starts to spread towards 
London Bridge. 

9 am:  News of the fire spreads. 

10 am:  King Charles II is told about the fire.           
People begin to pull down houses for firebreaks. 

11 am: Mobs start roaming the streets looking for people who may have started the 
fire.  

3 pm: King Charles II and James, Duke of York, come along the Thames in the royal 
barge to observe the fire. 
 

Monday 3 September, 1666 
 

5 am: The fire has reached the eastern end of Cannon Street. 
          The last London Gazette is published, alerting people about the outbreak of 
the fire. 

9 am: The Duke of York takes command of fire-fighting operations and has 'fire 
posts' set up,  manned with 100 civilians and 30 foot soldiers.  

9 pm: Houses are pulled down to prevent the fire from reaching the Tower of London 
 

Tuesday 4 September, 1666 
 

5 am: The king gives the workmen 100 guineas as a reward and incentive. 

2 pm: The fire approaches the Guildhall. People begin to store the thousands of 
records and documents in the crypt beneath it. The prisons Ludgate and Newgate 
catch fire. The prisoners of Newgate are moved to Southwark prison but many 
escape.   

8 pm: St Paul's Cathedral catches fire and is destroyed. 
 

Wednesday 5 September, 1666 
  

2 am: Buildings along the Strand are blown up to prevent the fire spreading.  
 

Thursday 6 September, 1666 
 



8 am:  The fire officially ends. 

12 pm: The king addresses the public, declaring that the fire was an accident. 
 

Create a timeline in your books of the key events of the Great Fire of London. See an 
example below. Have at least 5 key events (you can add pictures). 

 
 
 
 
  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday:  

Look at the picture below and think about the people who were involved in the great fire of London.  

The baker 

Samuel Pepys (The Prime-minister) 

King Charles II 

A Person living in London at the time 

Can you write two sentences about what each person may have said/thought at the time of the fire.  

For example: 

The baker: “I can’t believe it; my whole house has gone!”  

Samuel Pepys: “The king must be told” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 2nd September 1666 

1am: The fire starts on Pudding 

lane.  

Sunday 2nd September 1666 

King Charles II is told about the 

fire.  



Wednesday: 

Over the next two days I want you to write a newspaper report about the great fire of London. Today to 

begin with create a Newspaper title and a catchy headline for your newspaper. Come up with at least 3 

newspaper titles and headlines.  

For example: The London times 

        The Weekly News 

        The London Gazette  

Headlines: London is alight!  

              London on fire!  

              The whole city on fire!  

Extension: Can you add any adjectives to your headlines?  

 

Thursday 

Using your timeline for the information, write the first paragraph of your newspaper report. This should be 

at least 4 sentences. Don’t forget to put the newspaper name and headline at the top.  

Some sentence starters for you:  

Early on Sunday morning…  

A huge fire… 

On pudding lane… 

Remember the layout should look something like this (You can use Week 6 Reading task 3 for an example 

of what a newspaper should look like):  

             



 

 

                                                                          

 

Friday 

Finish writing your newspaper report. Use the sentences you wrote on Tuesday to include some speech 

from people that were there. Remember to have speech marks! You should include at least one example of 

what someone said. Once finished you can draw a picture for your report. 

Extension: Try to think of different ways for saying ‘said’. 

 


