
 

 

 

Year 5 Literacy 

 

Activity 1 - to write a poem about the 

Maya 

Write a poem using figurative language, 
metaphoes and similes about the Maya 
civilisation. Can you try doing different styles of 
poetry? What about a haiku? Or a kenning? 
Can you use different rhyming schemes eg AA 
BB AA, ABAB or AABBC AABBC.   

Activity 2 – to write a formal letter  Write a formal letter (remember not to use 
contractions) to someone that you don’t know 
about the Maya. Include as much information 
as you can. Think carefully about who you 
could address the letter to – which famous 
person might like to learn more about this 
civilisation?  

Activity 3 – To write a newspaper report  ROLL UP, ROLL UP!  
Research some of the different things that have 
been discovered from the Maya. Which is the 
most interesting to you? Write a short 
newspaper article (remember to include a 
heading, introduction with the 5Ws and 
paragraphs to explain more about the finding). 
Can you include adverbials of manner, time and 
place, as well as a range of different 
conjunctions and reported speech? 

Activity 4 – To write a suspense narrative. Imagine that tomorrow you wake up, and you 
find that a Maya god or goddess has been in 
your home! What might they have got up to? 
What technology might they come across – if 
they don’t know how to use it, what might go 
wrong?! How does the Maya god or goddess 
return back to history?  

Activity 5 – To create a poster Draw your favourite image that shows how the 
Maya lived. Can you label it and explain why 
you have chosen that item. Include as much 
information as you can, it might be a statue or 
a tool. Think about how it was significant to 
the Maya civilisation.  


