
These questions are about A Treacherous Portrait 

 

1. Why had Beth and Ollie’s mum asked their dad to take them to Rothshire Palace? (1) 

 

2. How can you tell that Beth is interested in history?     (1) 

 

3. The current resident was Lord Percy Bovary, whose eccentric actions and unannounced 

appearances around the palace meant he could never be called banal. 

Give the meaning of the word banal.        (1) 

 

4. What does Beth use to find the location of the Spying Suite?    (1) 

 

5. In what part of the palace is the Spying Suite located?     (1) 

 

6. Look at the paragraph beginning Beth and Ollie raced up a spiral staircase… 

Explain how the paragraph shows that Rothshire Palace is a large and popular tourist 

attraction.           (2) 

 

7. How can you tell that Bob is joking about the punishment for running in the palace? (1) 

 

8. Which of the following words best describes Bob?     (1) 

 Treacherous  Knowledgeable  Bossy  Strict 

 

9. What happened to guests who were caught plotting against the King?   (1) 

 

10. Find and copy one phrase or sentence where Beth realises who Bob is.  (1) 

 

 

 



11. Read each sentence and tick one box to show whether it is true or false.  (1) 

 True False 

Ollie was excited to come to Rothshire Palace.   

The Spying Suite was used to host visitors to the palace.   

The palace was built in the eighteenth century.   

 

12a) Tick the option which is a main idea of the text. Tick one box.   (1) 

• Ollie’s dad loves football. 

• The palace holds many secrets. 

• The palace is a popular tourist attraction. 

• The Spying Suite is beautiful. 

 

12b) Explain how this is shown in the text.       (2) 

 

13. Do you think Lord Percy Bovary will carry on pretending to be a tour guide? 

   Yes     No 

 

Explain your answer using evidence from the text.      (3) 


