
These questions are about Dirty and Dangerous: Nasty Jobs from the Past 

 

1. These days, flushing toilets are taken for granted. 

What does the phrase taken for granted mean in the sentence above?     (1) 

 

2. What did the word gong mean in Tudor England?       (1) 

 

3. Read each sentence and tick one box to show whether it is true or false.    (1) 

 True False 

The Victorians improved the drainage systems of many cities.   

Gong scourers worked at night because cleaning cesspits was a disgusting job.   

Gong farmers used the human waste on their fields.   

The Victorians invented cesspits.    

 

4. Why did the farmers buy the waste from the gong scourers?     (1) 

 

5. In the 1800s, what did many doctors believe caused illness?     (1) 

 

6. Why was there a big demand for leeches in the 1800s?      (1) 

 

7. Leech collectors would wade tentatively into the muddy marshes… 

What does the word tentatively tell you about how the leech collectors felt about collecting leeches? (1) 

 

8. Find and copy two words or phrases from the text that show that being a leech collector was bad for your 

health.            (1) 

 

9. Give one reason from the text that explains why leech collecting came to an end.   (1) 

 

10. Why were children commonly employed as chimney sweep apprentices?    (1) 

 

11. How would you describe the way master chimney sweeps treated their apprentices? 

Give reasons from the text to support your answer.       (3) 

 

12. When did it become illegal to send children up chimneys?      (1) 

 



13. Draw a line to match each job to its description.       (1) 

 

  

 

            

14. Explain how the treatment of children in the past compares to the treatment of children today. 

Give reasons from the text to support your answer.       (2) 

gong scourers 
 

leech collectors 

 

chimney sweeps 

 

suffered from lung problems 
 

didn’t work during the day 

 

worked in wet and muddy places 

 


