
Helen Keller was born in June 1880 in Tuscumbia, northwest Alabama. 
Afflicted at the age of 19 months with an unknown illness (possibly scarlet 
fever or meningitis) that left her blind and deaf, Keller went on to achieve 
many remarkable feats, publishing 14 books and becoming world-renowned 
as a keen activist for a range of causes. 

Today, Keller is best remembered as a someone who overcame personal 
adversity to become one of the 20th century’s leading humanitarian 
advocates. 

 

Stephen William Hawking  (8 January 1942 – 14 March 2018) was an 

English theoretical physicist, cosmologist, and author who was director of 

research at the Centre for Theoretical Cosmology at the University of 

Cambridge at the time of his death.  

In 1963, Hawking was diagnosed with an early-onset slow-progressing form 

of motor neurone disease that gradually paralysed him over the decades. 

After the loss of his speech, he was able to communicate through a speech-

generating device – initially through use of a handheld switch, and eventually 

by using a single cheek muscle. He died on 14 March 2018 at the age of 76, 

after living with the disease for more than 50 years. 

 

Albert Einstein (14 March 1879 – 18 April 1955) was a German-born 

theoretical physicist who developed the theory of relativity, one of the two 

pillars of modern physics (alongside quantum mechanics). His work is also 

known for its influence on the philosophy of science. He is best known to the 

general public for his mass–energy equivalence formula E = mc2, which has 

been dubbed "the world's most famous equation" He received the 

1921 Nobel Prize in Physics "for his services to theoretical physics, and 

especially for his discovery of the law of the photoelectric effect a pivotal 

step in the development of quantum theory. It was thought that Einstein had 

Asperger’s which is a form of Autism.  

 

Ludwig van Beethoven (17 December 1770 – 26 March 1827) was a 

German composer and pianist; his music is amongst the most performed of 

the classical music repertoire, and he is one of the most admired composers 

in the history of Western music. Beethoven told the English pianist Charles 

Neate (in 1815) that he dated his hearing loss from a fit he suffered in 1798 

induced by a quarrel with a singer. During its gradual decline, his hearing was 

further impeded by a severe form of tinnitus. As early as 1801, he wrote to 

Wegeler and another friend Karl Amenda, describing his symptoms and the 

difficulties they caused in both professional and social settings (although it is 

likely some of his close friends were already aware of the problems).  

Stevland Hardaway Morris (born May 13, 1950), known professionally 

as Stevie Wonder, is an American singer, songwriter, musician and record 

producer. A prominent figure in popular music, he is one of the most 

successful songwriters and musicians in the history of music. Through his 

heavy use of electronic instruments and innovative sounds, Wonder became a 

pioneer and influence to musicians of various genres including pop, rhythm 

and blues, soul, funk and rock. Stevie was blind since birth and has never 

allowed it to get in his way of producing and performing music to an 

unbelievable level.  
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Peacock was born in Cambridge, and grew up in the village of Shepreth. At age 
5, he contracted meningitis, resulting in the disease killing the tissues in his right 
leg, which was then amputated just below the knee. Wanting to play football, he 
was directed to a Paralympic sports talent day when he asked about disability 
sport in the hospital that fitted his prosthetic leg.[7] His mother would carry him to 
school when his very short stump was too sore to wear his prosthetic leg. 
Peacock refers to his stump as his "sausage leg.  

Peacock ran his first international race at the Paralympic World Cup in 
Manchester in May 2012.[7] In June 2012 Peacock set a new 100 metres world 
record in amputee sprinting at the United States Paralympic track and field trials, 
recording a time of 10.85 seconds to beat the previous record held by Marlon 
Shirley by 0.06 seconds.  

 

 

Ellie Simmonds OBE is one of the most recognised athletes in world 
para-swimming and caught the hearts of the British public with her 
tearful celebrations after winning gold at the Beijing Paralympic 
Games, before backing it up with more Paralympic titles at London 
2012 and Rio 2016.  

Simmonds has amassed eight medals across four events at three 
Games, including five golds - as well as no fewer than 17 medals at 
World Para Swimming Championships. 

 

 

David Russell Weir CBE (born 5 June 1979) is a 

British Paralympic wheelchair athlete. He has won a total of six 

gold medals at the 2008 and 2012 Paralympic Games, and has 

won the London Marathon on eight occasions. He was born 

with a spinal cord transection that left him unable to use his 

legs.  
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