
These questions are about Down in the Sewers 

1) The sewers are described as a maze of rat – riddled tunnels. 

What does the word maze tell you about the sewers?                      (1) 

 

2) According to the text, where is waste water filtered?   (1) 

 

3) Put these events in the text in the order they happened. 

The first has been done for you. 

 

The ‘Great Stink’ causes a terrible smell. 

10,000 people are killed by an outbreak of cholera. 

Work on building the new sewers begins. 

London’s population hits 1 million. 

£3 million is given to build a new storage system. 

           (1) 

4) The word resolved is used in two different ways in the text. 

For each context, explain the meaning of the word. 

 

Context Meaning 

Parliament resolved to fix the 

issue. 

 
 
 

The embankments also resolved …   
 
 

           (2) 

5) Based on the text, how would you describe London before Joseph 

Bazalgette’s sewer network was built? 

Explain your answer using examples from the text.    (3) 

 

6) Based on the text, do you think the problem of disease in London would 

have got better or worse if the sewers hadn’t been built? 

 

Better                                                      Worse 

 

Give a reason for your choice.       (2) 

1 



 

7) What impact do you think the embankments had on traffic in London?

           (1) 

8) … the humble sewer has occasionally been an unlikely godsend …  

What does the word humble mean in the sentence above? 

    Tick one box 

Meek 

Simple 

Old 

Vast           (1) 

 

9) Give one thing that can lead to gold entering the sewers.                (1) 

10) How does saying That’s about as much as you would find in some gold 

mines! Help the reader understand how much gold is in the sewers?  (1) 

11) Find and copy a word from the text which shows that some people 

don’t believe the story of the ‘sewer gator’. 

12) Why might there be lots of stories and legends about the sewers? Use 

information from the text to support your answer.                        (2) 

13) Look at the final two paragraphs on page 8 from Due to their dark and 

grimy nature … to an unexpected visitor…. 

What would be the best title for these paragraphs? 

    Tick one box 

Alligators and their young 

A history of American sewers 

An unexplained mystery 

Dangerous reptile attacks       (1) 

14) Why do you think the text covers the history of the sewers before the 

stories from the sewers?        (2) 

 


