
Year 5 Literacy 
 

Activity 1 – to 
write a diary 
entry 

Here is a picture of a climber taking a moment of rest whilst climbing 
K2, which is another of the Himalayan peaks. Write a diary entry from 
the climber’s point of view. Remember to include informal language, 
contractions, interesting and adventurous vocabulary, as well as 
different conjunctions (subordinating and co-ordinating). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 2 – to 
write a debate  

Since the first ascents of all mountains in the world, there have been 
serious debates about whether or not people should be encouraged to 
climb. Obviously the advantages are exploration, fantastic scenic 
discoveries, adventure, and financial support for the sherpas (guides) 
and economical benefit for the country as well as scientific discoveries, 
which impact others around the world. However, some of the 
disadvantages are litter and pollution from air travel and people who do 
not survive to bring items back, the destruction of natural habitat and 
death by careless overcrowding. Write a debate, which argues for and 
against the climbing of mountains. Remember that a debate needs to be 
balanced, formal and use paragraphs to split up the sections. Use a 
cohesive device to link your paragraphs so they make sense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 3 – to 
write free verse 

Write a free verse poem about mountains all around the world – it 
doesn’t have to be focused solely on the Himalayas. 
 

Activity 4 – to 
write a day in the 
life of a Sherpa 

Do some research in to how sherpas prepare for their climbs, how they 
know where is safe/not safe, what equipment they use and write an 
extract either in the form of diary entries or a recount to explain. 

Activity 5 – to 
write a leaflet 

In the Himalayas, there are several large glaciers called Baltoro, Biafo, 
Nubra, and Hispur. Write an explanation text of what a glacier is, how it 
is formed and where they can be found around the world. Use 
paragraphs with subheadings to give more information and try to 
include a map which shows the locations of famous glaciers aground the 
world. 

 


