
These questions are about Tales from Outer Space 

 

30. What do the letters WSS stand for?       (1) 

 

31. …World Space Station (WSS), an artificial satellite orbiting the Earth.  

Which is closest in meaning to the word artificial in the sentence above? 

Circle the correct answer.         (1) 

 Fake  Revolving  Man-made  Natural 

 

32. What was Madeleine’s original profession?      (1) 

 

33. How long has Madeleine Ryan been an astronaut for?     (1) 

 

34. Why was Madeleine needed on the WSS?      (1) 

 

35. Why is it easier to study Mars from the WSS that it is from Earth? Explain your answer 

using information from the text.        (1) 

 

36. Read each sentence and tick one box to show whether it is true or false.  (1) 

 True False 

Most of an astronaut’s training is done in space.   

The WSS is going to land on Mars next year.   

You can see the Earth from the WSS.   

Astronauts plan their own menus.   

 

37. Life aboard the WSS is regimented… 

What does the word regimented mean in the sentence above?    (1) 

 

38. What event was the main influence on Madeleine’s choice of career?   (1) 

 

39. In what year did space shuttles start launching in Florida?    (1) 



40. I still get shivers down my spine when I recall hearing the tense countdown to take-off, and 

then the colossal roar of the rocket boosters. 

How do the words shivers, tense and colossal roar make the reader feel about rockets taking 

off?            (1) 

 

41. Read each sentence and tick one box to show whether it is fact or opinion.  (1) 

 Fact Opinion 

Madeleine used to be an astronomer.   

Robots have been sent to Mars.   

People shouldn’t be daydreamers.   

Being an astronaut is worth the intense training.   

 

42. Which of these four options best summarises the main idea of the text?  (1) 

• Exploring Mars is an important mission. 

• Being an astronaut is a great job. 

• Becoming an astronaut is hard work. 

• Exercising in space is vital. 

 

b) Explain your choice using information from the text.     (1) 

 

43. How does the final paragraph make the reader feel about becoming an astronaut? Use 

information from the text to support your answer.      (2) 

 


