
Elizabeth the bumble bee                          Elizabeth the bumble bee                    

Lives in the hollow of an old oak tree. 

She buzzes around from dawn until dusk 

Collecting the pollen for her own secret store 

  

Her honey pots lay on top of a shelf 

That she was clever enough to build for herself  

From wood she collected from old potting sheds 

And fixed to the wall with tiny clothes pegs 

  

Her front door is made of twigs from birch trees 

The windows are covered in curtains of green 

Made from the leaves of hawthorn and ash 

From hedgerows she visits, just in a flash 

  

Elizabeth sleeps through the dark of the night 

And upon the coming of the morning light 

She opens her window and stretches her arms 

Stamping her feet to keep them warm 

  

Her bright stripy jumpers and boots of pot black 

Are given a shine of polish so that 

They glow in the sunlight and dark evening clouds 

And are easy to find when her feet touch the ground 

  

Her wings are dusted every day 

And her pillows are plumped 

On her bed of sweet hay 

As she busily flutters about her home 

Counting her honey pots with a gentle hum  



 

Questions:  

 

1. Where does Elizabeth live? 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Can you write down the rhyming words that are used for each of these words: 
 

Bee    ___________________                  Night    ___________________ 
   
 
Dusk    ___________________                Ground    ___________________ 
 
 
Shelf    ___________________                Day    ___________________ 
 
 
Sheds    ___________________               Ash    ___________________ 
 
 

3. Why do you think the poet says Elizabeth wears a stripy jumper? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Which adverb is used to describe how she flutters? _____________________ 
 

5. ‘Counting her honey pots with a gentle hum.’ 

What sound do you think the humming is? 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. ‘The windows are covered in curtains of green’ 

What exactly are her windows covered in?  

________________________________________________________________ 


