
Week 13 
Year 3 – Guided Reading 
 
Thursday 

 
Why is there a Carnival? 

Brazil Carnival (as it is also known) dates back to 1640, where local Catholics would meet up 
for one final feast before the start of Lent. It was originally a food festival and the word 
‘Carnival’ originates from the Latin word ‘Carne-Vale’ which means ‘Goodbye to the Meat’. 
Traditionally Catholics gave up meat for Lent, so hence a huge feast of meat ahead of the 
fast. This also explains why Brazilians are so passionate about the way they cook and serve 
their meat as they would spend hours preparing meat for this special event. 

How many people visit Carnival every year? 

It’s believed that two million people grace the streets of Rio Carnival every day during the 
five days it runs. 500,000 of which are foreign tourists visiting the city for the Carnival. There 
are approximately 587 street parties  (or Bloco’s as they are known locally) that take place 
around Rio de Janeiro as well as the main parade that takes place in the Sambodromo 
(Sambadrome) which is the most prestigious parade of the carnival. The ‘Parade of 
Mangueira’ is held by the top Samba school schools in the city and schools spend weeks or 
months working on their routine, float or costumes. Here there tickets available to buy for 
seats in the stadium to watch the large parade from the best view. 

 

1. When does carnival date back to? 

2. What is the Latin word for carnival and what does it mean? 

3. Why does the write say the Brazilian people are passionate about cooking their 

meat? How does this relate to carnival? 

4. How many people are tourists who come to Brazil for the carnival? 

5. Why does the writer say ‘There are approximately 587 street parties’? Why can’t he 

tell you the exact number? 

6. How are schools involved in the parade? 

7. Do you think it is nice the schools are involved or not? Provide reasoning for your 

answer. 

https://www.wendywutours.co.uk/argentina/essence-of-argentina-brazil-carnival.htm?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=RioCarnivalBlog

