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Bevington Primary School - Chair’s Statement for the 2019-20 academic year 
 
2019-20 was an extraordinary year for Bevington and all schools across the country.  The COVID-
19 pandemic shut the school to most pupils on 20 March 2020 whilst remaining open to the children 
of essential workers. The nationwide lock down required to school to rapidly implement a system of 
home learning to ensure our pupils could continue their education at home. 
 
This was an incredibly testing time for all members of the school community and the governors are 
very grateful to the staff, pupils, parents and carers for showing immense resilience during the 
period.  The school took immediate action to prioritise the safety of the school community and this 
has remained a priority throughout the pandemic. 
 
Governor meetings and interactions with the school migrated to an online forum in order to protect 
the safety of all stakeholders.  This system has worked remarkably well in the circumstances and 
this success is testament to the flexibility and commitment of the school’s leadership and governors 
alike.  Governors are however eager to get back into the school as soon as it is safe to do so as 
there is immense value in face to face interactions with staff and pupils. 
 
The pandemic interrupted normal school life and this impacted the school’s ability to meet the goals 
it had set itself for the 2019/20 academic year.  This was frustrating for both staff and pupils as work 
was underway from the start of the year to achieve the various milestones and expectations were 
high in the Spring term that progress towards these goals was very positive.  However the situation 
was unavoidable and therefore the following goals have been rolled forward for the 2020/21 
academic year. 
 

• At least 80% children achieving Good Level of Development at the end of Reception. 

• At least 90% of children achieving the expected standard in the Year 1 phonics screening. 

• Maintain outcomes of 90%+ at combined Expected Standard and 40%+ at combined Greater 
Depth at the end of KS1 and KS2. 

• The curriculum is mapped with pupils’ context in mind, with clear progression and links 
between learning, leading to high quality outcomes. 

• Every-day language of behaviour reflects new policy which incorporates principles of MindUp. 
 
However the 2019/20 year did include some areas of notable success for the school as follows: 

• Ranked 6th State Primary School in England for 2019/20 by the Sunday Times.  This is 
an incredible result.  Bevington has now appeared in the top ten twice in the last three years, 
establishing the school firmly as a leader in its field nationally.  A culmination of the hard work 
of the pupils, staff and parents and carers.  This is something to be really proud of.  

• STEM centre completed and fully furnished by February 2020.  This is a huge milestone 
in Bevington becoming a specialist centre for STEM subjects.  Before the pandemic struck 
pupils had already been instructed in how to use the specialist equipment and training 
sessions had been held at the school and attended by numerous members of staff from other 



local schools.  The STEM centre will be an immensely valuable asset to Bevington over the 
years to come.  

2019/20 was a tough year for Bevington.  However the exceptional leadership of the school under 

Ms Matthews resulted in Bevington taking a leading role in the community in the response to the 

pandemic and again demonstrates and school and staff’s commitment to providing an exceptional 

education to the pupils, whatever the circumstances may be.  

Einar Lindh 
Chair of Governors 
Bevington Primary School 


