
 SPAG PROGRESSION 

Year   1 Week Grammar and Punctuation Spelling Terminology 

One - Sentences (Revision of reception work) 

• What does a sentence need?  

• All sentences need a subject and a verb 

• Using full stops and capital letters to demarcate sentences 

• Use capital letters for proper nouns 

• How words can combine to make sentences. 

• Refer to simple sentences 
 

Naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

The sounds /f/, /l/ /s/ /z/ and /k/ spelt ff, ll, ss, zz and ck 

Exceptions: if, pal, us, bus, yes.  

sentence  
word  
letter  
capital letter  
full stop  
subject 
verb 

 

Two - Word 

classes 

• RRecap sentences from Week One 

• Understand pronouns, verbs,  nouns and adjective   

• 1st, 2nd and 3rd person:  

• 1st person: I love cheese.  

• 2nd person: you 

• 3rd person: He/She loves cheese. 

Recap spelling rules from week one 

The /n/ sound spelt before k  

Examples: bank, think, honk, sunk 

-tch sound - This sound usually comes straight after single vowel letters. 

Exceptions: rich, which, much 

sentence  
word  
letter  
capital letter  
full stop  
subject 
verb 

 

Three - 

Questions and 

Exclamations 

• Recap week two coverage 

• Using a question mark at the end of a sentence to indicate a question.  

• Using an exclamation mark at the end of a sentence to indicate an 
exclamation 

•  
 

Recap spelling rules from week two. 

The /v/ sound at the end of words. English words hardly ever end with v, so if a word ends with the v 

sound, usually an e should follow.  

question mark 
exclamation Mark 
suffixes 

Four - 

Conjunctions 

 

• Conjunctions;  

• Adding - and  

• Causal - because  

• Contrasting - but  

• How these words can join sentences.  

 

Recap spelling rules from week three 

 

Division of words into syllables 

Examples: pocket, rabbit, carrot, thunder, sunset 

conjunctions 
causal conjunctions 
contrasting conjunctions 

Five -  Noun 

Phrases 

(Adjectives and 

nouns)  

• Expanded noun phrases for description and specification [for 

example, the blue butterfly, plain flour] 

Naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

Regular plural noun suffixes -s or -es (e.g. dog, dogs; wish, wishes) 

Identify root words during the learning of this. 

adjectives 

nouns 

Six - Sentence 

functions 

• How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as 

a statement, question, exclamation or command 

 

Using 'ing, 'ed, 'er and 'est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, 

helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest] 

Identify root words during the learning of this. 

question 

statement  

exclamation 

command 

Seven - 

Sequencing 

sentences 

• Sequencing sentences to form short  narratives How the prefix un- changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives (negation, e.g. unkind, or undoing, 
e.g untie the boat) 
Identify root words during the learning of this. 

fronted adverbials 

prefixes 

verbs 

adjectives 



• Fronted adverbials (of time): Once upon a time , Early one morning 

After/after that , One day , First , Then , Next Finally  (Introduce 

adverbial-‘when’) 

Using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound root words 

Eight - 

Prepositions 

Prepositions of place:  
in, on, next to, under, behind etc. Pupils understand the meaning of the 
different words.  

 

Understand the apostrophe in contractions represents the omitted letter  



Year   

2 

Week Grammar and Punctuation Spelling Terminology/Examples 

One  -  

Sentences 

• Demarcate sentences using capital letters at the start and full stops, 

exclamation or question marks at the end. 

• Use commas in making lists (for items or adjectives) 

 

 Long vowels and short vowels  

-dge used after short vowels 

-ge used after all other sounds 

- In other positions this sound is spelt as j and 

g 

capital letters 
full stops 
exclamation mark 
question mark 
commas 
vowels 
consonants 

Two - 

Apostrophes 

• Learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl's book] 

• Use apostrophes for contracted forms – relate this to differences between 

spoken & written English 

Learning to spell more words with contracted 
forms.  
 

apostrophe 

contractions / contracted forms 

Three - 

Clauses and 

Sentences 

• Pupils understand that a clause is either a complete sentence or part of a 
sentence that can be as a complete sentence.  

• E.g. He froze.  

• Refer to sentences as simple or compound. A compound sentence being 

two sentences joined by a coordinating conjunction - BOAS (but, or, and, 

so)  

The /n/ sound spelt kn and (less often) gn at 

the beginning of words. 

 

clauses 

conjunction 

Four - 

Sentences 

• Recap week three  

• Use conjunctions to join ideas in longer sentences. 

• Co-ordination: using BOAS ( but, or, and , so) (Compound sentences) 

• Subordination: using 'when' 'where' 'if' 'that' 

'because' , as  

The /l/ sound -  

The spelling  

-le at the end of words 

Examples: table, apple, bottle, little, middle 

-el is used for this sound after letters m, n, r, s, 

v, w and more often than not after s .  

-al - many adjectives use this ending for this 

sound. 

sentence 

clause 

conjunction 



 

 

 

 

Five - Verbs • Define verb  

• Use and distinguish past and present verb forms. 

• Begin to identify and use irregular past tense verb forms.  

• Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms 

[for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 

• Consistent use of present tense versus past tense.  

• Use of continuous/progressive form of verbs in the present and the past (-

ing)  

• Present: She is drumming. Note double consonant after cvc ending.  

• He is shouting.  

 Adding -es to nouns and verbs ending in -y   

The y is changed to i before -es is added. 

verb 

past tense 

present tense 

Six - Nouns • Nouns - common and proper   

• Use of the articles a or an according to whether the next word begins with 

a consonant or a vowel [for example, a rock, an open box] 

Use of the suffixes  

Formation of nouns  -ment, -ness 

Formation of adjectives -ful  -less 

Formation of adverbs - And -ly to turn 

adjectives into adverbs 

Words ending in -tion 

proper noun 

common noun 

consonant 

vowel 

suffix 

articles 

Seven - 

Noun 

phrases 

(Adjectives 

& Nouns)  

• To recognise the use of descriptive words within sentences/passages 

• Use adjectival phrases to describe nouns  

• Expanded noun phrases - two adjectives sentences 
The murky, blue sea  
The bright, spring day 

Use of the suffixes –er, –est in adjectives to 

form comparisons of adjectives 

Use of suffixes -ing, -ed, -y  

-the e is dropped before adding  

these suffixes 

- the y is changed to i before 

adding these suffixes except -ing 

adjectives 

nouns 

noun phrase 

Eight - 

Functions of 

sentences 

• Sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, 
command.  

• Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include 

words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so 

far.  

• Recap week four 

Adding -ing to root words 

- The last consonant is doubled before adding -

ing 

Exceptions: x is never doubled 

e.g. mixing 

statement 

question 

exclamation 

command 

simple sentence 

root word 

 Nine - 

Prepositions 

• Prepositions of time  
e.g. before, after, during  

• Prepositions of place: in, on, next to, under, behind etc.  -Pupils understand 
the meaning of the different words. 

Homophones and near homophones prepositions 



 

Year    

3 

Week Grammar and Punctuation Spelling / Word level objectives Terminology/Examples 

One - 

 Word 

classes 

• Word classes 

• Determiners - articles  

• -Definite article - the 

• -Indefinite article - a/an 

• -Quantifiers 

• Nouns (proper and common) 

• Recognise nouns, adjectives and adjectival phrases 

Word families based on common words.  
[for example, solve, solution, solver, dissolve, 
insoluble] 

Mrs Coles’ house was noisy, loud and messy. Peter and 
Poppy, who were my age, looked after me very nicely.  
 

Two - 

Sentences 

• Recognise simple sentences 

• Teach subject, verb, object structure of sentences e.g.  

• The dog chased the cat.  

• Subject: the dog (doing the chasing)  

• Verb: chased 

• Object: the cat  

• Important : Subject, verb agreement 

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to 

word of more than one syllable. 

e.g. forgetting, forgotten,  

beginning, beginner 

prefer, preferred 

subject 

verb 

object 

simple sentence 

subject, verb agreement 

Three - 

Sentences 

• Recognise simple sentences and begin to recognise 
compound and complex sentences  

• Co-ordination: using FANBOYS 

• Use commas to separate clauses.  

• Subordination:  

• Adverbial complex sentences (complex) - because, when, as, 
if, even if, although etc... 

• Relative Clauses - who/which 
Next step - 3) Non-finite clause '' -ing openings' 

• Chn to be able to identify main clauses and subordinate 
clauses 

• Use commas to separate clauses.  
Next steps 

• Extending the range of sentences with more than one 

clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including 

- whereas, whilst 

 Prefixes  - Discuss meanings of the prefixes and 

allow chn to identfy the root words 

Un- 

Dis- 

Mis 

Have negative meanings 

e.g. disappoint, disagree, disobey 

misbehave, mislead, misspell 

Il -  

Im-  

Ir-  

In- Can mean both 'not' and 'in/into' 

simple sentence 

coordinating conjunctions 

subordinating conjunctions 

compound sentence 

complex sentence 

commas 

subordinate clauses 

prefix 

root word 



Four - 

 Verbs 

Verbs -  

• Explain the concept of a verb and help children to recognise 

these. They also relate the tense of verbs used to the type of 

writing. E.g. narrative is usually past tense, description can be 

present tense.  

• Past, Present and future tense recap 

• Cover present and past continuous tense 

• Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the 

simple  past tense. 

• Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local 

spoken forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I 

did instead of I done] 

• Use of powerful verbs.  

Prefixes continued - Discuss meanings of the 

prefixes and allow chn to identify the root words 

 

Re-  means 'again' or 'back' 

Sub- 'under' 

Inter- 'between' or 'among' 

Super-  

Anti- 'against' 

Auto-  'self' or 'own' 

Examples: redo, refresh,subdivide, subheading, 

submarine, interact, international. 

The man is coming back 

The man was coming back 

He has gone out to play contrasted with 

He went out to play 

 

Not: I went out of the room but  

I stormed out of the room ... or  

I plodded out of the room  
I crept out of the room...  

Five - 

Fronted 

Adverbials 

• Fronted adverbials - Revise adverbs  

• Extend children’s use of adverbs by encouraging them to 
start their sentences with an adverbial. 

• Adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby), manner , 
frequency , degree and number (e.g. secondly)  

• Prepositional phrases  

• Openers: -ed e.g. Shocked, she stared in disbelief. -one word 

e.g. Freezing, he shivered in the corner. 

The suffix -ation is added to verbs to form nouns 

The sufix -ly is added to an adjective to form an 

adverb  

Again in the formation of these words, allow chn 

to identify the root words 

e.g. sadly (root word + ly) 

Also teach exceptions to the rule  

(Refer to rules and guidance 

For exception rules)  

e.g.  Just because he was cross...  
Sitting on the bench........  
After midnight....... 

e.g. Under the table /At the end of the road 

Ambling wearily, the exhausted man approached the finish 

line. 

 

 



Year    

3 

Six-  

Nouns and 

Pronouns 

• Nouns & choosing pronouns appropriately for clarity 

and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

 

• -Recap nouns - common and proper nouns 

• -Next step - abstract and concrete nouns (Teacher 

judgement - if comfortable with common and proper 

nouns)  

• Collective nouns 

 

Pronouns 

• 1st person 

• 2nd person 

• 3rd person 

• Reflexive pronouns 

• Possessive 

Words with endings -sure / -ture  

e.g. measure, treasure, creature, furniture 

 

Make chn aware that the -er ending has the same sound as -ture. 

We use -er ending where there is a root word 

e.g. 

teacher 

catcher 

richer 

strecher 

Encourage children to use pronouns to 
help them make sense and be clear:  
1. Avoid repetition: While Sam watched the 
TV programme. Sam finished making his 
Lego spaceship.  
2. Avoid ambiguity: Mary wanted to help 
her granny and she was feeling very tired.  
3. Add to the cohesion: When she went to 

bed, Mog was feeling rather full of milk and 

cat food. 

Seven - 

Dialogue 

• Using and punctuating direct speech 

• Next step: Reported speech  
 

The suffix -ous 

Discuss whether these words are nouns , adjective or verbs. 

(Refer to Rules and guidance for further explanation) 

inverted commas 

synonyms for said 

adverbs 

suffix 

Eight - 

Apostrophes 

• Apostrophes 

• Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words 

with regular plurals [for example, girls', boys'] and in 

words with irregular plurals [for example, children's] 

• Use apostrophes for contracted forms – relate this to 

differences between spoken & written English 

Suffixes -ion and -ian 

-tion used when root word ends in t or te 

e.g. invent - invention 

-ssion used when the root word ends in ss or -mit 

 

-sion used when the root word ends in d or se 

Exceptions : attend - attention 

Intend - intention 

-cian used when the root word ends in c or cs e.g. musician 

(more examples in rules and guidance) 

apostrophe 

possessive 

contractions / contracted forms 

suffix 

Nine - 

Paragraphs 

• Paragraphs  

• Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related 
material. 

• How to punctuate new paragraphs - indentation 

Dictionary skills - Use the first two or three letters of a word to check its 

spelling in a dictionary. 

paragraphs 

indent (Indentation)  

Ten - 

Writing for 

purpose 

Writing for purpose 

• The purpose of sentences - Using sentences for effect. 

• Simple sentences - dramatic effect and tension. 

• Complex sentences - adding detail to descriptions and 

Homophones and near-homophones. Simple / short sentences 
Complex sentences 
 
 



explanations. 

 Other areas 

to be 

covered 

 French / Greek / Latin origin words   
Words with the k sound spelt 'ch' 
Words with sh sound spelt 'ch' 
Word ending with 'gue' 'que' for 'g' and 'k' sounds. 
 
Words with the /s/ sound spelt 'sc' 

 

 

Year    

4 

Week Grammar and Punctuation Spelling / Word level objectives Terminology/Examples 

One -  

Nouns, 

Pronouns & 

Determiners 

Nouns , Pronouns and determiners 

• Recap meaning of nouns - common/proper 

• Person – 1st and 3rd person pronouns  

• Determiners - articles  

• -Definite article - the 

• -Indefinite article - a/an 

• -Possessive determiners (my, our, your, his, her, its, their)  

• -Quantifiers 

• Cover expanded noun phrases 

Word families based on common words.  
[for example, solve, solution, solver, dissolve, 
insoluble] 
 

 
The dog wandered down the street 
looking for cats and food.  
I wandered down the street looking 

for my dog.  

Two -  

Adverbs 

Adverbs 

• Use adverbs and adverbials (prepositional phrases as adverbs) 

• Potential misconception - adverbs are not just words that en in -ly 

• Extend children’s understanding of adverbs, showing them how to use a phrase 
to say HOW something is done or HOW it happened.  

Use adverbs to modify verbs  

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to word 

of more than one syllable. 

e.g. forgetting, forgotten,  

beginning, beginner 

prefer, preferred 

He spoke crossly and in a loud voice 
to all the children.  
The dog ran with the lead in its 

mouth, down the street. 

She went off happily to see her 
granny.  
He kicked the ball furiously into the 

wall.  

Three - 

Fronted 

Adverbials 

• Fronted adverbials - Revise adverbs  

• Extend children’s use of adverbs by encouraging them to start their sentences 
with an adverbial. 

• Adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby), manner , frequency , degree 
and number (e.g. secondly)  

• Prepositional phrases  

• Openers: -ed e.g. Shocked, she stared in disbelief. -one word e.g. Freezing, he 

shivered in the corner. 

Prefixes  - Discuss meanings of the prefixes and allow 

chn to identfy the root words 

Un-, Dis-, Mis 

Have negative meanings 

e.g. disappoint, disagree, disobey 

misbehave, mislead, misspell 

Il - , Im- , Ir- , In- Can mean both 'not' and 'in/into' 

In total silence, the children tiptoed 
along the corridor.  
Without blinking, Max stared into all 

their yellow eyes.  

e.g. Under the table /At the end of 

the road 

Ambling wearily, the exhausted man 

approached the finish line.  



Four - 

Sentences 

• Recognise simple sentences and begin to recognise compound and complex 
sentences  

• Co-ordination: using FANBOYS 

• Use commas to separate clauses.  

• Subordination:  

• Adverbial complex sentences (complex) - because, when, as, if, even if, although 
etc... 

• Relative Clauses - who/which 

• Next step - 3) Non-finite clause '' -ing openings' 

• Chn to be able to identify main clauses and subordinate clauses 

• Use commas to separate clauses.  
Next steps 

• Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including - whereas, whilst 

Prefixes continued - Discuss meanings of the prefixes 

and allow chn to identify the root words 

Re-  means 'again' or 'back' 

Sub- 'under' 

Inter- 'between' or 'among' 

Super-  

Anti- 'against' 

Auto-  'self' or 'own' 

Examples: redo, refresh, subdivide, subheading, 

submarine, interact, international. 

The dog chased the cat.  
Subject: the dog (doing the chasing)  
Verb: chased 
Object: the cat  
 

Five - 

Subordinating 

conjunctions / 

Complex 

Sentences 

Use subordinating conjunctions to express time or cause. 

• Extend children’s use of complex sentences by encouraging them to think about 
how, when, where or why something was done or happened.  

• Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 

range of conjunctions, including the following: 

• when, if, even if, because, although, whereas, whilst 

• Chn to be able to identify main clauses and subordinate clauses 

The suffix -ation is added to verbs to form nouns 

The sufix -ly is added to an adjective to form an 

adverb  

Again in the formation of these words, allow chn to 

identify the root words 

e.g. sadly (root word + ly) 

Also teach exceptions to the rule  

(Refer to rules and guidance 

For exception rules) 

 

Six - 

Sentences 

and comma 

usage 

Conjunctions and comma usage 

• Recap week five coverage 

• Use commas after or before phrases and clauses . Introduce the idea of a ‘short 
pause’ which does not merit a new sentence but does require a comma. Show 
chn how we can use commas before or after phrases or clauses.  

Words with endings -sure / -ture ne.g. measure, 

treasure, creature, furniture 

Make chn aware that the -er ending has the same 

sound as -ture. 

We use -er ending where there is a root word  

e.g.teacher.  

 After the door slammed, the class sat 

in total silence.  

As light as a bird, the glider 

disappeared into the clouds.  

 



Year    

4 

Seven - 

Nouns & 

Pronouns 

• Nouns & choosing pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

• -Recap nouns -  common and proper nouns 

• -Next step - abstract and concrete nouns (Teacher judgement - if comfortable with common and 

proper nouns)  

- Collective nouns 

- Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and 
preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths teacher with curly 
hair) 

• Pronouns 

• 1st person 

• 2nd person 

• 3rd person 

• Reflexive pronouns 

• Possessive 

The suffix -ous 

Discuss whether these words are nouns , adjective or 

verbs. 

(Refer to Rules and guidance for further explanation) 

 Encourage children to use pronouns to help them make 
sense and be clear:  
1. Avoid repetition: While Sam watched the TV 
programme. Sam finished making his Lego spaceship.  
2. Avoid ambiguity: Mary wanted to help her granny and 
she was feeling very tired.  
3. Add to the cohesion: When she went to bed, Mog was 

feeling rather full of milk and cat food. 

Eight - 

Verbs 

Verbs -  

• Explain the concept of a verb and help children to recognise these. They also relate the tense of 

verbs used to the type of writing. E.g. narrative is usually past tense, description can be present 

tense.  

• Past, Present and future tense recap 

• Cover present and past continuous tense 

• Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the simple  past tense. 

• Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for example, we were 
instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 

• Use of powerful verbs.   

• Shades of meaning, from weak to strong e.g. wish/hope/dream/crave/desire 
 

Suffixes -ion and -ian 

 

-tion used when root word ends in t or te 

e.g. invent - invention 

-ssion used when the root word ends in ss or -mit 

 

-sion used when the root word ends in d or se 

Exceptions : attend - attention 

Intend - intention 

 

-cian used when the root word ends in c or cs e.g. 

musician 

  

(more examples in rules and guidance)  

The man is coming back 

The man was coming back 

 

He has gone out to play contrasted with 

He went out to play 

 

 

 

Not: I went out of the room but  

I stormed out of the room ... or  

I plodded out of the room  
I crept out of the room...  

Nine – 

Dialogue 

 

Dialogue 

• Direct and Reported speech 

• Use dialogue in narrative or in drama, emphasising the differences between spoken and written 

speech  

• Use of suitable speaking verbs and adverbs  

• Extend children’s use of dialogue, consolidating the use of speech punctuation and ensuring that 
what is in the speech marks is what is SAID, not what might be written.  

Homophones and near-homophones.  
E.g. We can use contracted forms, and we can use slang 
in speech ...  
“Give me a break,” sneered Tom, “You can’t expect me 
to believe that!”  
“Ger’off, you’re hurting me,” Sam told his younger 
brother. 
 

Ten - 

Apostrophes 

Apostrophes 
Use the possessive apostrophe  
Use apostrophes for contracted forms – relate this to differences between spoken & written English 

The grammatical difference between plural and 
possessive –s  
 

Use for singular and plural nouns.  
Joanna’s temper was rising fast.  
He really wanted his brother’s football shirt.  
All the dogs’ dinners had been stolen. 

Eleven - 

Writing for 

purpose 

Writing for purpose 

• The purpose of sentences - Using sentences for effect. 

• Simple sentences - dramatic effect and tension. Complex sentences - adding detail to 

descriptions and explanations. 

French / Greek / Latin origin words   
Words with the k sound spelt 'ch' 
Words with sh sound spelt 'ch' 
Word ending with 'gue' 'que' for 'g' and 'k' sounds. 
 
Words with the /s/ sound spelt 'sc' 

Greek: scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character. 
French: chef, chalet, machine, brochure, league, tongue, 
antique, unique 
Latin: science, scene, discipline, crescent, fascinating 

 



Year    

5 

Week Grammar and Punctuation Spelling / Word level objectives Terminology/Examples 

One -  

Nouns & 

Pronouns 

• Recap  Proper/common nouns/Pronouns (1st,2nd,3rd & Reflexive and Possessive) 

• Abstract/concrete nouns  

• Countable/non-countable nouns  

• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

Words with -cious and -tious endings 
e.g. vice - vicious, grace-gracious, space-spacious, 
malice-malicious 

proper nouns 

common nouns 

pronouns 

nouns 

expanded noun phrases 

Two - 

Adjectives 

• Adjectival phrases  

• Comparative and superlative adjectives e.g. great/greater/greatest including 
common irregular forms e.g. good, better, best.  

• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

Words with -cial and -tial endings 
-cial is common after a vowel letter 
-tial after a consonant letter 

comparative and superlative 

adjectives 

expanded noun phrases 

adjectival phrases 

Three - 

 Verbs 

• Recap - Explain the concept of a verb and encourage children to use powerful 

verbs in their writing 

• Tenses - Past/Present/Future/Present Perfect 

• Cover present and past continuous tense 

• Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms [for 

example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done] 

• Use of powerful verbs. Shades of meaning  

• Shades of meaning, from weak to strong e.g. wish/hope/dream/crave/desire 

• Use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility&  adverbs (e.g. perhaps, surely) 

• Ensure chn know meaning of possibility and certainty 

Words with ending in -ant, 
-ance/-ancy, -ent, -ence/-ency 
Use -ant and -ance/-ancy for words with a sound; if -
ation ending can be added to a root word , this is often a 
clue 
e.g. observe - (observation) observant, observance 
expect - (expectation) expectant, expectance 
Use -ent and -ence/-ency after soft c, soft g and qu 
e.g. innocent/innocence 
decent/decency 
Very important: discuss the word classes of the words if 
the endings are different 

 Show children how we can have 

a hierarchy of possibility using 

modal verbs:  

I may go to my granny’s.  
I might go to my granny’s.  
I should go to my granny’s.  
I will go to my granny’s.  
I must go to my granny’s.  

Four - 

Sentences  

• Recap -   Recognise simple, compound and complex sentences -  

• Teach subject, verb, object structure of sentences  

• Subject, verb agreement 

• Co-ordination:  FANBOYS (compound)  Subordination: using a wider range of 
conjunctions to add subordinate clauses 1) 1) Adverbial complex sentence - 
because, when, as, if, even if, although, whilst, whereas, even though etc... 

• 2) Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where or whose  

• Embedded clauses.- 

• To drop a clause in between another clause, using commas.  

• The hungry caterpillar, who has a greedy thing, ate all of the food. 

• 3) Non-finite clauses  

• Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity  

Words ending in -able and -ible 

Words ending in -ably and -ibly 

 

Further explanation in 

Rules and Guidance 

The dog chased the cat.  
subject: the dog (doing the 
chasing)  
verb: chased 
object: the cat  
 
 
Relative clauses beginning with 
who, which, where, why, or 
whose  
Person: Suzy was a girl who 
couldn’t keep still.  
Place: Paris is a place where I 
always get lost.  
Thing: The hat that/which I 
borrowed, was left on the train.  
Possession: Ali is the boy whose 
father always smiles.  
Reason: I’d like to know the 
reason why he didn’t come. 



Five -  

Fronted 

Adverbials 

• Fronted adverbials - Revise adverbs  

• Extend children’s use of adverbs by encouraging them to start their sentences with 
an adverbial. 

• Adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby), manner , frequency , degree and 
number (e.g. secondly)  

• Prepositional phrases  

• Openers: -ed e.g. Shocked, she stared in disbelief. -one word e.g. Freezing, he 
shivered in the corner. 

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words 

ending in -fer 

The r is doubled if the -fer is till stressed when the 

ending is added. 

The r is not doubled if the -fer is no longer stressed.  

Allow chn to identify root words 

fronted adverbials 

adverbs 

prepositional phrase 

suffixes 

root word 

Six - 

Apostrophes 

1. To indicate possession in singular or plural nouns: The dog’s tail, cats’ eyes, ..  
2. To indicate a contraction – taking the place of missing letter(s) I’m, don’t, ...   Relate this to 

differences between spoken & written English 

 

Use of hyphens -  Used to join a prefix to a root word - 

especially if the prefix ends in a vowel letter and the root 

word also begins with one 

Allow chn to identify the root word e.g.re-enter, co-own 

apostrophe 

singular 

plural 

possession 

contraction  

contracted forms 

hyphens 

 

 

Year    

5 

Seven - 

Advanced 

Punctuation 

• Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis  

• Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity  
 
 

Words with /i:/ sound spelt 'ei' after c  
The 'i before e except after c' rule applies to words where the sound spelt by'ei' is /i:/ 
Exceptions: protein, caffeine, seize, either , neither.  

Help children to see that brackets, dashes and commas 
can all be used to indicate parenthesis  
In the museum, the toys (always the most popular 
exhibit) are on display as you enter the hall.  
In the museum, the dinosaur – first seen from the stairs – 
is the largest exhibit they possess.  
In the museum, the fossils, never easy to display, have 

lights behind them.  

Eight -  

Direct and 

Reported 

speech 

• Recognise the difference between direct and indirect speech and relate 
to differences between informal and formal speech structures  

• Chn need to turn direct speech into indirect speech and recognise how 
the writing becomes more formal.  

 
 

Words containing  the letter-string 'ough'                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    “I’ll never admit that you’re better than Arsenal,” Fred 

growled as the Man U supporter tightened the headlock.  

Turns into: Fred refused to admit that Arsenal was 

inferior to Manchester United, even though the supporter 

had him in a headlock.  

Nine -  

Dialogue 

• Use dialogue, recognise differences between spoken and written 
speech (contractions)  

• Consolidate children’s use of dialogue, including use of speech 
punctuation Stress differences between spoken and written speech.  

 

Words with silent letters 

e.g. doubt, island, lamb, solemn, thistle & knight.  

E.g. Contracted forms, and slang...  
“Give me a break,” sneered Tom, “You can’t expect me 
to believe that!”  
“Ger’off, you’re hurting me,” Sam told his younger brother 
  

Ten - 

Nouns, 

Pronouns and 

Determiners 

• Recap  Proper/common nouns/Pronouns 

• Abstract/concrete nouns 

• Count/Non count nouns 

• https://www.slideshare.net/inmadom/countable-and-uncountable-
nouns-4008974 

• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 

concisely 

Homophones and other words that are often confused. 

Aisle/isle; aloud/allowed;affect/effect; alter/alter; ascent/assent; cereal/serial; 

descent/dissent 

Desert (noun)/desert (verb) /dessert  

More examples can be found in Rules and Guidance.  

nouns 

pronouns 

determiners 

antonyms  

synonyms 

homophones 



• Determiners - Articles 

• Antonyms & Synonyms 

Eleven - 

Determiners 

• Determiners - articles  

• -Definite article - the 

• -Indefinite article - a/an 

• -Possessive determiners (my, our, your, his, her, its, their)  

• -Quantifiers (countable and non-countable nouns) 

• -Demonstratives (this, that, these, those) 

• Explain differences between demonstrative determiners and 
demonstrative  pronouns 

Dictionary/Thesaurus skills or Teacher Judgement determiners 
articles 
possessive determiners  
demonstratives 
 

determiners precede nouns ('Hand me that pen') 

pronouns replace nouns ('Hand me that') 

Twelve - 

Sentences for 

purpose 

• Writing for purpose 

• The purpose of sentences - Using sentences for effect. 

• Simple sentences - dramatic effect and tension. Complex sentences - 

adding detail to descriptions and explanations. 

 

Teacher Judgement/Assessment simple / short sentences 
complex sentences 

 

 

Year    

6 

Week Grammar and Punctuation Spelling / Word level objectives Terminology/Examples 

One -  

Nouns & 

Pronouns 

• Recap  Proper/common nouns/Pronouns (1st,2nd,3rd & Reflexive and 
Possessive) 

• Abstract/concrete nouns  

• Countable/non-countable nouns  

• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 
concisely 

Words with -cious and -tious endings 
e.g. vice - vicious, grace-gracious, space-spacious, malice-malicious 

  

Two - 

Adjectives 

• Adjectival phrases  

• Comparative and superlative adjectives e.g. great/greater/greatest 
including common irregular forms e.g. good, better, best.  

• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 
concisely 

Words with -cial and -tial endings 
-cial is common after a vowel letter 
-tial after a consonant letter 

  

Three - 

Verbs 

• Recap - Explain the concept of a verb and encourage children to use 

powerful verbs in their writing 

• Tenses - Past/Present/Future/Present Perfect 

• Cover present and past continuous tense 

• Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms  

• Use of powerful verbs.  

Words with ending in -ant, 
-ance/-ancy, -ent, -ence/-ency 
Use -ant and -ance/-ancy for words with a sound; if -ation ending 
can be added to a root word , this is often a clue 
e.g. observe - (observation) observant, observance 
expect - (expectation) expectant, expectance 
Use -ent and -ence/-ency after soft c, soft g and qu 
e.g. innocent/innocence 

 Show children how we can 

have a hierarchy of possibility 

using modal verbs:  

I may go to my granny’s.  
I might go to my granny’s.  
I should go to my granny’s.  
I will go to my granny’s.  



• Shades of meaning, from weak to strong e.g. 
wish/hope/dream/crave/desire 

• Use modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility&  adverbs (e.g. 
perhaps, surely) 

• Ensure chn know meaning of possibility and certainty 

• Year 6 -  

• Use of the passive voice to affect the presentation of information in a 
sentence (e.g. I broke the window in the greenhouse versus The window 
in the greenhouse was broken)  

• Perfect form of verbs - Past and present perfect 

decent/decency 
Very important: discuss the word classes of the words if the endings 
are different 

I must go to my granny’s.  

 

[for example, we were 

instead of we was, or I did 

instead of I done] 

Four - 

Sentences 

• Recap -   Recognise simple, compound and complex sentences -  

• Teach subject, verb, object structure of sentences  

• Subject, verb agreement 

• Co-ordination:  FANBOYS (compound)  Subordination: using a wider 
range of conjunctions to add subordinate clauses 1) 1) Adverbial complex 
sentence - because, when, as, if, even if, although, whilst, whereas, even 
though etc... 

• 2) Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where or whose  

• Embedded clauses.- 

• To drop a clause in between another clause, using commas.  

• The hungry caterpillar, who has a greedy thing, ate all of the food. 

• 3) Non-finite clauses  
 

• Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 

Words ending in -able and -ible 

Words ending in -ably and -ibly 

 

Further explanation in 

Rules and Guidance 

Relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, why, 
or whose  
Person: Suzy was a girl who 
couldn’t keep still.  
Place: Paris is a place where I 
always get lost.  
Thing: The hat that/which I 
borrowed, was left on the 
train.  
Possession: Ali is the boy 
whose father always smiles.  
Reason: I’d like to know the 
reason why he didn’t come. 
 

Five -  

Fronted 

Adverbials 

• Fronted adverbials - Revise adverbs  

• Extend children’s use of adverbs by encouraging them to start their 
sentences with an adverbial. 

• Adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby), manner , frequency , 
degree and number (e.g. secondly)  

• Prepositional phrases  

• Openers: -ed e.g. Shocked, she stared in disbelief. -one word e.g. 
Freezing, he shivered in the corner. 

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in -fer 

The r is doubled if the -fer is till stressed when the ending is added. 

The r is not doubled if the -fer is no longer stressed.  

Allow chn to identify root words 

fronted adverbials 

adverbs 

prepositional phrase 

gerund clause 

suffixes 

root word 

Six - 

Apostrophes 

• To indicate possession in singular or plural nouns: The dog’s tail, cats’ 
eyes, ..  

• To indicate a contraction – taking the place of missing letter(s) I’m, don’t, 

...   Relate this to differences between spoken & written English. 

 

Use of hyphens -  Used to join a prefix to a root word - especially if 

the prefix ends in a vowel letter and the root word also begins with 

one. Allow chn to identify the root word e.g.re-enter, co-own 

apostrophe 

singular 

plural 

possession 

contraction /contracted 

forms 

hyphens 

 

 

 



Year    

6 

Seven - 

Advanced 

Punctuation 

• Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis  

• Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity  

• Year 6 
- Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity  
- Use semi-colons as a boundary between independent clauses 
- Use colons to introduce a list and semi-colons within lists 

• -Bullet points 

• -Ellipsis 

• Show children how we can use a semi-colon to indicate a pause longer than a 
comma and we can use a dash to indicate a further thought.  

 

Words with /i:/ sound spelt 'ei' after c  
The 'i before e except after c' rule applies to words where the sound spelt by'ei' 
is /i:/ 
Exceptions: protein, caffeine, seize, either , neither.  

Help children to see that brackets, dashes and commas 
can all be used to indicate parenthesis  
In the museum, the toys (always the most popular 
exhibit) are on display as you enter the hall.  
In the museum, the dinosaur – first seen from the stairs – 
is the largest exhibit they possess.  
In the museum, the fossils, never easy to display, have 

lights behind them.  

Eight -  

Direct and 

Reported 

speech 

• Recognise the difference between direct and indirect speech and relate to 
differences between informal and formal speech structures  

• Chn need to turn direct speech into indirect speech and recognise how the writing 
becomes more formal.  

 
 
 

• Use dialogue, recognise differences between spoken and written speech 
(contractions)  

• Consolidate children’s use of dialogue, including use of speech punctuation 
Stress differences between spoken and written speech.  

Words containing  the letter-string 'ough'                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    “I’ll never admit that you’re better than Arsenal,” Fred 

growled as the Man U supporter tightened the headlock.  

Turns into: Fred refused to admit that Arsenal was 

inferior to Manchester United, even though the supporter 

had him in a headlock.  

E.g. Contracted forms, and slang...  
“Give me a break,” sneered Tom, “You can’t expect me 
to believe that!”  
“Ger’off, you’re hurting me,” Sam told his younger brother 
 

Nine -  

Distinguish 
between 
informal and 
formal 
vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures  
Subjunctive 

 

• Encourage chn to see how we can use speech structures in informal writing and 
appropriate structures such as the subjunctive in formal writing. E.g.  

• He really gave that his best shot didn’t he? [Informal speech structure]  

• She is really not going to change her mind, is she? [Informal speech structure]  

• Subjunctives 
 

Words with silent letters 

e.g. doubt, island, lamb, solemn, thistle & knight.  

Subjunctive 

If I were you, I would go and say sorry to Jimmy. 
[Subjunctive]  
If the planet were to warm more than 3⁰, scientists think 

that much of the UK would be under the sea. 

[Subjunctive] 

Ten - 

Nouns, 

Pronouns and 

Determiners 

• Recap  Proper/common nouns/Pronouns 
 

• Abstract/concrete nouns  

• Count/Non count nouns 

• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

• Determiners - Articles 

 

• Antonyms & Synonyms 

 

Homophones and other words that are often confused. 

Aisle/isle; aloud/allowed; affect/effect; alter/alter; ascent/assent; cereal/serial; 

descent/dissent 

Desert (noun)/desert (verb) /dessert  

More examples can be found in Rules and Guidance.  

nouns 

pronouns 

determiners 

antonyms  

synonyms 

homophones 

Eleven - 

Determiners 

• Determiners - articles  

• -Definite article - the 

• -Indefinite article - a/an 

• -Possessive determiners (my, our, your, his, her, its, their)  

• -Demonstratives (this, that, these, those) 

• Explain differences between demonstrative determiners and demonstrative  
pronouns 

Dictionary/Thesaurus skills or Teacher Judgement   
 

 

 

 

 



• -quantifiers  Determiners precede nouns ('Hand me that pen') 

Pronouns replace nouns ('Hand me that') 

Twelve - 

Sentences for 

purpose 

• Writing for purpose 

• The purpose of sentences - Using sentences for effect. 

• Simple sentences - dramatic effect and tension. Complex sentences - adding 
detail to descriptions and explanations. 

 

Teacher Judgement/Assessment Simple / Short sentences 
Complex sentences 

 


