
 

  HISTORY OVERVIEW 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
N Making Friends (Playing and taking turns) Exploring Autumn (Colour and Create) Exploring Winter (Trees and Tales) Learning About People (Helping and Caring) Exploring Spring (Gardening and Growing) Exploring Summer (Move and Groove) 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 
family’s history. 
 

Explicit detail around past, present and future 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 
 

Explicit detail around past, present and future 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 
Compare and contrast videos and photographs 
from the past.  

Explore how things work and see household items 
from the past.  
 
Compare and contrast videos and photographs 
from the past. 

Explicit detail around past, present and future 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum.  
Know some similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 
 

Explicit detail around past, present and future 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 

R Learning About Us (Me and My School) Exploring Autumn (Rhythm and Rhyme) Exploring Winter (Colours and Light) Celebrations (Cook and Create) Exploring Spring (Growth and Change) Exoring Summer (Sea and Sun) 

Talk about the lives of the people around them and 
their roles in society. 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 
family’s history 
 

Listen to music from the past and make simple 
comparisons with music of today. 
Understand the past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling 

Explicit detail around past, present and future 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 
Understand the past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 
 

Talk about the lives of the people around them and 
their roles in society. 
 
Compare and contrast videos and photographs 
from the past. 
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 
family’s history 
 

Explicit detail around past, present and future 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 
Understand the past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling 

Explicit detail around past, present and future 
across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 
Understand the past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling 

Y1 Autumn 1 – History of our region Spring 1 – Great fire of London Summer 1 - Victorians 

Focus upon terms past, present and future. Key areas of focus on Portobello Road Market and its history, 
Trellick Tower and Golborne Road. Use of a range of sources and looking at comparisons and differences. 
Changes within living memory, create a timeline using sources, technological advancements, compare 
different periods of time (within living memory and beyond), Identify trends of houses and how they have 
changed, domestic life, communication methods, toys, books, food and music. 
 

Using prior learning, add Great Fire of London to timeline chronologically, use of a range of sources 
(artwork, diaries etc) to establish what happened, link with Great Fire of London with building of houses 
to today’s construction through technological advancement, compare of Pudding Lane, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, The Royal Exchange and Guildhall from 1666 to today.  
Key figures: Thomas Farynor, Samuel Pepys, John Evelyn, Sir Christopher Wren, King Charles II. 

Using prior learning, add Victorians to timeline chronologically, identify development of trade and crime 
and punishment, identify the British Empire, monarchs an identify where in the world the British Empire 
reached. Explore how times have changed eg child labour, lack of education and how this was changed by 
Queen Victoria believing in education for all  
Florence Nightingale, Queen Victoria, Mary Seacole, Edith Cavell, Grace Darling 
Art – link to Pieter Brugel the Elder and LS Lowry 

Y2 Autumn 1 – Exploration and Invention Spring 1 – Gunpowder Plot Summer 1 – British History: Significant People & Events in British History 

Using prior learning, add significant events to timeline chronologically. Compare how travel and transport 
has changed over time, technological advancements and use sources to identify how travel/transport has 
been influenced by the wider world  
Identify trends, Titanic and link back to Victorian era with notable inventions  
Key figures: Neil Armstrong, Tim Berners-Lee, Henry Bessemer, Alexander Graham Bell, Faraday, Edison, 
Christopher Columbus, William Caxton, Sir Francis Drake, George Stephenson, Wright Brothers. 

Using prior learning, add Gunpowder Plot to timeline chronologically, use a range of sources. Identify 
parliament, parliamentary ‘bills’, religions of the UK and compare to today. Look at crime and punishment 
and compare/contrast to today, use of sources and where the Tower of London is located within London. 
Share idea of conspiracies, rebellion and effigy. 
Key figures: Guy Fawkes, King James I, Robert Catesby, Thomas Winter, Robert Winter, Christopher 
Wright, John Wright, Thomas Percy, Thomas Bates, Yeomen Warders. 

Using prior learning, add suffragette’s movement, plague, WW1 to timeline chronologically. 
Suffragists vs suffragettes: role of classes, crime and punishment 
Plague: recap events of the Great Fire of London and identify how trade and transport happened in that 
time period. Explore living conditions,  
Key figures: King Charles I, Elizabeth I, Emily Davidson, Emmeline Pankhurst, Millicent Fawcett, 

Y3 Autumn 1 – World War Two (WW2) Spring 1 – Notting Hill Carnival Summer 1 – Roman Empire 

Using prior learning, add WW2 to chronological timeline, identify invasion (axis and allies + which 
countries joined both sides), empire, trade, crime and punishment, use of sources to identify impact of 
war on Britain – evacuation, Anderson shelters, blitz, propaganda, conscription, rationing, code cracking, 
impact of war on rations, D-Day, Bletchley Park,  
Key figures: Adolf Hitler, Neville Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, Alan Turing, Ada Lovelace. 
 

Build on understanding of History of our Region in Year 1 and linked to Geography topic (North America) 
and the Windrush Generation. In this topic pupils explore range of sources to understand a hige event, 
how it started, how it has adapted, the feelings towards carnival and predict what the future may hold.  
Within the topic use of a range of primary and secondary sources, a local walk and speak to locals about 
their experience now and in the past about carnival.  
Key figures: Claudia Jones, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks, Wilf Walker, Kelo Cochrane. 

Using prior learning, add Roman Empire to chronological timeline. Identify invasion, empire, trade, crime 
and punishment and lasting impact on Britain, case study of Bath and Roman roads, sewage 
improvements, trade + development of coins, development of towns and cities – explore different 
locations in UK, identify and explore significance of Hadrian’s Wall and Vindolanda + identify economic 
impact of Roman Empire on Britain 
Key figures: Julius Caesar, Augustus, Hadrian, Constantine III, Plautius, Boudica, 

Y4 Autumn 1 – The Tudors Spring 1 – Ancient Greece Summer 1 – Stone Age through to Iron Age 

Using prior learning, add Tudor Era to chronological timeline. Impact of Tudor era on church and religion 
and start of era being based on the severing of links between church and Rome.  Protestant vs Catholic 
churches, compare crime and punishment with previous learning, 
Key figures: Elizabeth I, Richard of York, Henry VII, Henry VIII, Richard III, Catherine of Aragon, Anne 
Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anne of Cleves, Catherine Howard, Catherine Parr, Edward VI 

Using prior learning, add Ancient Greece to chronological timeline. Share idea of democracy, cultural 
change, identify and compare/contrast Spartans with Athenians. Link to Olympics, cultural and 
amphitheatres – identify and explore how they were a social society and advanced theatre etc. Impact on 
Maths, medicine, philosophy today 
Key figures: Archimedes, Pythagoras, Plato, Pericles, Aristotle, Socrates, Alexander the Great    

Using prior learning, add Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age to chronological timeline. Identify hunter 
gatherers and the type of society they each were. Mesolithic, Neolithic and Paleolithic. Identify before 
these times and the evolution of Man. Identify rulers, monarchs, cultural identity, tools, trade and tribal 
kingdoms and compare/contrast with life today. of each and why they were named. Use sources to 
compare and contrast the three-age period. Identify key paleoanthropological sites of the world eg 
Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania.  
Key figures: Neanderathals, Hittites, Mycenaean civilization, ancient Sumerians 
 

Y5 Autumn 1 – Vikings and Anglo Saxons Spring 1 – Mayans Summer 1 – British Empire 

Using prior learning, add Anglo-Saxons and Vikings to chronological timeline – understanding the time 
between each civilization and linking to Roman Empire. Identify the countries that made up the Viking 
empire and rulers of each significant place, making links to trade of each country. Explore invasion (who 
invaded first during the Dark Ages and which countries were involved, how technologically advanced they 
were.  
Key figures: Alfred the Great, Eric Bloodaxe, Athelstan, King Edgar, King Cnut/Canute, King Sweyn, King 
Harold, Harald Hardrada, 

Using prior learning, add Maya to chronological timeline, identify the structure of society, the hierarchical 
structure, rulers of King (monarch links) nobles, priests, farmers, labourers and slaves. Compare and 
contrast houses and materials they were constructed from. Identify diet of the Maya, Gods they believed 
in and rituals/worshipping events/routines. Compare and contrast writing forms from Maya times. 
Key figures: Itzamna, Kinich Ahau, Ix Chel, Chaac, Colel Cab, and other Gods 

When the British Empire was formed, types of territories around the world, borders and how countries 
have boundaries. Explore the processes of imperialism and colonialism, how the empire changed 
societies, industries, cultures and lives around the world. The height of the British Empire in 1922, link to 
previous learning of exploration and invention of new modes of transports eg shipbuilding. Explore impact 
of British Empire on politics and social rule around the world and impact on indigenous people. 
Key figures: Sir Walter Raleigh, Captain John Smith, Queen Victoria 

Y6 Autumn1 – Ancient Egypt Spring 1  - Saxons and Scots Summer 1 – World History 

Using prior learning, add Ancient Egypt to chronological timeline, social structure and hierarchical 
formation, famous archaeological discoveries and Tutankhamun. Identify what life was like for ancient 
Egyptians (diet, food, crops, games etc). Explore beliefs eg Gods and afterlife + mummification processes. 
Identify use of glyphs for writing (link to previous learning of Maya glyphs) and what these teach us about 
Maya life. Make links to inventions learning in Y2 and important inventions in ancient Egyptian times. 
Key figures: Tutankhamun, pharaohs, Nectanebo II, Hatshepsut, Djoser, Khufu, Menes, Oiris, Isis, Anubis, 
Horus, Seth, Re, Imsety, Duamutef, Hapi, Qebehsenuef. 

Using prior learning, add Saxon and Scots to chronological timeline, linking to previous learning of Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings topic. Identify that once the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings were defeated when Britain was 
invaded, the Normans took over (Battle of Hastings).  Identify that when the Anglo-Saxons were trying to 
invade Britain, the Scots were also, along with the Picts. Identify the origin of the Scots, where they 
settled and how they invaded. Identify how England was invaded by Harald Hardrada and how this ended 
in the Battle of Hastings. 
Key figures: Emperor Honorius, brothers Hengest and Horsa (appointed by the British King). 

Explore the Islamic Golden Age, development of Baghad, explore what religion was like in 900AD and how 
we have evience of this, use of a rnage of sources to evaluate imact of tarde upon Baghad, compare 
Baghad of 900AD with Baghad of today and comare two invasions of Baghad.  

• Key figures: Ibn Sina, Umar II, Harun al-Rashid, Al-Mutawakkil, Ismail Samani, Almanzor, Mahmud of 
Ghazni, Saladin Ayyubi, Baibars. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleoanthropology

