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Bevington Primary School – Chair’s Statement for the 2021-2022 Academic Year 

2021-22 was another challenging year for Bevington Primary. While lockdown measures 
were no longer in place and the school could return to the normal routine, Covid-19 
continued to affect people’s lives. For Bevington this meant having more staff than usual on 
sick leave and so significant pressure on the head teacher and the leadership team to ensure 
limited disruption for the children. 

Against this background governors continued to meet online to mitigate the risk of 
disruption. Provisions, however, were made to resume in-person meetings and face to face 
interactions with staff and pupils in the new school year at the latest. 

Bringing the school back to the pre-pandemic path takes time, and I am sure that 
Bevington’s experience is not unique. 2021-2022 was a transition year to rebuild the 
academic life after so much disruption. Thus, the school’s ability to meet the goals it had set 
itself for the academic year was, once again, constrained. This was frustrating for both staff 
and pupils as work was underway from the start of the year to achieve the various 
milestones. However, the situation was unavoidable and therefore the following goals were 
rolled forward for the 2021/22 academic year.  

• At least 80% children achieving Good Level of Development at the end of Reception.  
• At least 90% of children achieving the expected standard in the Year 1 phonics 

screening.  
• Maintain outcomes of 90%+ at combined Expected Standard and 40%+ at combined 

Greater Depth at the end of KS1 and KS2.  

While still grappling with the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, there were also some 
successes for the school:  

• Ranked 7
th State Primary School in the UK for the academic year 2021-2022 by the 

Best Schools League Table published by the Sunday Times. This is the list of the 
highest-achieving primary and secondary schools in the state and independent 
sectors. Bevington has now appeared in the top ten in the last three years, 
establishing the school firmly as a leader in its field nationally. Having maintained 
this position despite adverse circumstances is testimony to the school’s resilience 
and staff commitment.  



Headteacher: Joanna Po 
Telephone: 0208 969 0629  
www.bevington.rbkc.sch.uk  

• EYFS Playground The school redeveloped their Early Years Playground, which now 
hosts an astro-pitch, a dedicated sand and mud kitchen with pulley system, a 
sheltered area and bike track as well as an edible garden.  

 

2021-2022 was also a year of significant changes for Bevington. Ms Matthews, who led 
the school through the pandemic, stepped down at the end of the academic year to take 
up the role of regional director at an academy trust. To ensure continuity the governors 
appointed Ms Po as the interim head teacher. We are grateful to both Ms Matthews and 
Ms Po for their exceptional leadership. The Chair of Governor, Einar Lindh, stepped 
down in January 2022, and Ms Isabel Naidoo and Ms Paola Subacchi became co-chairs 
ad interim. In the last meeting of the academic year 2021-2022, the governors 
appointed Ms Subacchi as chair from September 2022. 
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